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LEAD ME, GOD 


A Hymn For the Advent Season 
(Tune: “Patmos CE, 754s at) 


Life and Teachings of Jesus222 = 365 
Lead me, God, these Advent days, Francis James Malzard 
In them. let me seek Thy ways; 
; Power of Love eee 366 


Teach me ever firm to stand, 


: : John W. McKelvey 
Till I reach Thy promised land. 


: Editorials 22225 EE et tae to Pe 368 
Lead me, God, in faith, I pray, The PamiliacaVeice 
Never more from Thee to stray; Missing The Boat 
Show me how to live aright, Churikk Mateos ee pe 


Always keep me in Thy sight. Candle Light Service 


Christmas Night 
Welcome To Visitors 


Lead me, God, to manger bed, 


Where Thou once the shepherds led; Today’s Graduates 

Help me find the Christ Child dear, Foot Evangelism 

Who to Thee will lead me near. Birthday Prayer 

Lead me, God, that I may find SeLMOMS ona ee oe enone 376 


Invisible Resources 


Jesus—gentle, loving, kind; Francie Shunkpawas 
Grant that by my life I may Hour of Decision 
Point some soul to lasting Day. S. Edward Young 
Peace 
Lead me, God, this Christmas-tide, Jobp Re Srey 
Stand Thou ever by my side; Junior’ Sermons 2 1 ee 374 
Pour into my heart Thy light, Christmas Star : 
Let it shine. forever bright. Christmas Gift > 
Lead me, God, in humble love llustrations eee 2 
Toward the heavenly home above; Book Reviews........ DE. 389 
Let me there redeem’ed be, ; 
And forever live with Thee. : Topical Index... nner een 393 
—Martin J. Hoeppner Buyers’ Guide pia awed cebiaeisa gt Neg BS 394 } 
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A candle for every need... quality guaranteed 


Nothing halfway about it — Emkay guarantees your complete 
satisfaction! You get exactly the candle size and type you want 
because you order from Emkay’s complete selection of 
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Emkay’s pioneering work in time-saving production methods, 
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A Lamp Unto My Feet 


Guidance for Every Day 
Wallace Fridy 


Here is a book you can heartily recommend to your people: forty 
inspiring devotions offering common-sense counsel for every day living— 
devotions written in their language and dealing with their problems. 

For your own use, A LAMP UNTO MY FEET offers many 
rewarding values—especially its abundance of real-life, human-interest 
illustrations, easily accessible through a comprehensive index of persons 
mentioned. Adaptable for group worship or for personal meditations, 
these chapters provide a rich resource of practical suggestions for 
guidance into a happier, more fruitful Christian life. $1.25 


The Mishty Saviour 
The Hope that Is Ours Through Faith in Christ 
Arthur J. Moore 


“These are doctrinal sermons, firmly entrenched in the great tenets 
of the Christian faith. These are confident sermons, joyfully proclaim- 
ing a faith in Christ without reservation or apology. These are 
evangelistic sermons, warm, appealing, compelling—the sort that makes 
a man dissatisfied with anything less than ‘victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’ Aptness of illustration, simplicity of phrase, Bible 
centered-—every page reflects the determination that men shall .“know 
only Christ and Him crucified.’ ’’—Maritime Baptist. 5 1 $2 


Ghureh Work in the Gity 


How to Meet the Seven Basic Problems 
Frederick A. Shippey 


A book which explores the seven basic problems of Protestant 
church work in cities and provides tested principles and techniques for 
solving them. City pastors, church council Jeaders, and denominational 
executives will find it challenging, illuminating and immediately useful. 
For seminary students, young preachers in suburban areas—all who 
may be called upon to participate actively in urban church work— 
it is a practical introduction to the problems and opportunities of 
city churches. ILLUSTRATED WITH MAps, GRAPHS, AND CHARTS. $4.50 


Making Prayer Real 


A Guidebook to Higher Levels 
Lynn J. Radcliffe 
In this book, Dr. Radcliffe is putting up signposts along a well- 
traveled road, plainly marking out the route followed by millions of 
Christians seeking a deeper experience in prayer than mere repetition 
of words. Here are no secret short cuts to a fuller prayer life but 
practical guidance for all who want to pray more effectively, to be 


helped by prayer, to help others by prayer, and actually to feel God's 
Presence. $3 
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Che Life and 
Ceachings of Jesus 


FRANCIS JAMES MALZARD 


UKE 2:41-50. His parents went every 
3 Year to the feast of the Passover. “And 
when He was twelve years old . . . they 
ent up . . . and as they were returning, the 
yy Jesus tarried in Jerusalem .. . and after 
ree days they found Him in the temple, 
ting in the midst of the teachers, both hear- 
g them and asking them questions.” 
Matthew 3:1-12. “In those days came John 
e Baptizer preaching ‘Repent ye, for the 
ngdom of heaven is at hand’ . . . but when 
€ saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
ming to His baptism He said unto them, ‘Ye 
[spring of vipers, who warned you to flee 
om the wrath to come? Bring forth there- 
re fruits worthy of repentance . . . the axe 
th at the root of the trees, every tree that 
ingeth not forth good fruit is hewn down 
d cast into the fire.” 
The gospel is GOOD NEWS. The Apostle 
ul called it THE WAY. The whole message 
“Jesus can be summed up in the one English 
ord, REPENT, which means “Be changed.” 
range your way of life. 
Jesus was heralded as THE PRINCE OF 
3ACE, yet Luke quotes Him as saying (12: 
») “I came to cast fire upon the earth.’” And 
atthew reports, (10:34) “I came not to bring 
ace but a sword.” Yet in one of His last 
ks to His friends He said, ‘Peace I leave 
th you, my peace I give unto you,” but 
ded, “Not as the world gives do I give to 
u.” (John 14:27). 
On December 29, in the year 1170, Thomas 
3ecket, Archbishop of Canterbury, preached 
sermon. It was Christmas week and he took 
well-known text. In this sermon he pointed 
t that the message of the angels should not 
translated, “peace on earth, good will to 
in,’ but, “Peace on earth to men of good 
11.”’ The whole world was, at that time, 
n with wars. When a’Becket had finished the 
mon in which he stressed the importance of 
od will and assured his hearers there could 
no peace on earth until there was good 
| among men, four men of bad will rushed 
to the altar and murdered him. 
We are living today, in a similar period. 
e whole world is at war and there is bad 
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will everywhere. Ten years ago our newspap- 
ers carried cartoons representing the Japanese 
as savages with big teeth and wearing huge 
spectacles. Today we are told the same Jap- 
anese are fine, peace-loving people and are 
the hope of the peace in the Orient. The 
Chinese are now the villains and are carica- 
tured with the same big teeth and glasses. 
One of our great newspapers carried a terrible 
story showing us how evil the Russians are. 
Their delegates to the peace conference were 
housed in a villa and they boiled cabbage 
there and created a foul smell. Now there are 
plenty of evil things to say about Commu- 
nism but the fact that Russians boil cabbage 
need not be headline news. Certainly there 
can be no peace on earth while our newspapers 
are drumming up hatred and ill will in that 
fashion. Mr. Acheson may, or may not, be a 
good Secretary of State, but the fact that he 
weats striped trousers has nothing to do with 
the matter. 

Last month I tried to point out that the 
teachings of Jesus cannot be separated from 
His life. All He taught by word of mouth can: 
be read in an hour. What Jesus taught us was 
a way of life. The gospel is an appeal to men 
to leave the way they are living, to “repent,” 
that is, to change their manner of life—to 
live as Jesus lived. 

We know almost nothing about the boy- 
hood of Jesus. There are some rather silly 
stories upon which we need waste no time. We 
do know that when He was twelve years old 
He was taken to Jerusalem to attend the Pass- 
over by His parents. From this event we may 
learn some things. First: His parents were 
not in desperate poverty. Nazareth is 70 miles 
from Jerusalem. As the only means of trans- 
portation would be on foot, such a journey 
would mean the closing of the carpenter shop 
for at least two weeks. Then again, since they 
went to that feast every year, we know they 
were devout people. We find few people who 


will go that distance today for a religious. 


meeting. We are told, “It’s too far.” 

We are told that Jesus spent some time 
in the temple discussing with the teachers of 
the law. These were the Scribes. We find 
Jesus, in all His public ministry, disagreed 
with the Scribes. Mark 1:22, ‘He taught with 
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authority and not as the Scribes.” Matthew 
23:2, “The Scribes sit in Moses’ seat. Practice 
and observe what they tell you but not what 
they do. They preach but do not practice. 
They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and 
lay them on men’s shoulders, but they them- 
selves will not move them with their finger.” 

At the beginning of His public ministry 
Jesus did not call a council of Scribes but a 
group of fishermen. Then, after a very short 
ministry in Judea He went back to Galilee and 
began to preach “Change your ways, the time 
is at hand. The Kingdom of God is HERE.” 

Greedy Scribes are devouring the livings of 
the people. Worldly Sadducees are in charge 
of the Temple. Roman tyrants are outraging 
the land. Quisling Jews are gathering taxes 
on behalf of the Roman conquerors. The time 
for change is come. The axe is laid to the root 
of the trees. 


But to change human society one must 
change individual souls. You can’t build an 
A-1 society out of C-3 people. Peace can only 
come on earth when good will comes to the 
hearts of men. Men of bad will have arrested 
John the Baptist and put him in prison. Leav- 
ing Jerusalem for the time, Jesus retired to His 
own country Galilee and there again cried 
CHANGE YOUR LIVES. COME UNTO ME 
AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST. MY PEACE 
I WILL GIVE YOU. BUT TO RECEIVE ITG 
YOU MUST GET: RID OF ILL’ WILE 
PEACE TO MEN OF GOOD WILL. 

The message of Jesus is the message which 
alone can save the world. Men can enact laws 
but they will be disregarded. Corrupt officials 
can be removed but the new ones will fall 
into evil ways. One thing and one thing alone 
can save the world from destruction. THE 
WAY OF LIFE TAUGHT BY JESUS. Not 
only in His words but in His manner of living. 


“ohe CREATIVE POWER 
of LOVE 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 


OT LONG ago in San Francisco a 
N woman was sent to the city morgue 

as dead, but when the attendants 
wete wheeling her body into the receiving 
room they heard a faint gasp, and saw her 
jaw twitch. It startled them, to say the least, 
and it motivated them to a different course 
of action; in consequence, the woman was 
transferred to a hospital, where after a coma 
lasting five days she recovered consciousness. 
The superintendent of the hospital described 
the case as the “‘most far-fetched and im- 
plausible” he has ever known. He said, ‘‘The 
woman’s recovery just couldn’t happen—but 
it has.” 

Sixteen days later the woman left the hos- 
pital restored not only in bodily vitality but 
resolved with deep humility to live her life, 
restored also in spiritual integrity, with both 
happiness and usefulness. 

I mention the experience of this woman 
because psychologically it is an exact pattern 
of our eperience (in character, not in detail) 
when we make the startling discovery about 
Christmas — that Christmas really means 
Christ has come into the world and into our 
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sinful souls to enable us to rise with power 
and live with hope. Christmas means that 
somehow these rebel-hearts of ours must die. 
nevertheless we must live. 

The paradox of Christ living in us is 
surely part of the glory and mystery ot 
Christmas, and it is rivalled in significance 
only by the paradox of God’s love which 
motivates and directs our new experience and 
fills us with aspiration and power. For wher 
Christ comes to live in the hearts of men He 
brings into focus “a new commandment’ 
which John sums up in his cryptic style 
“That we should believe on the name o: 
his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another.’ 
Strange as it may seem Christ’s new com 
mand did not involve a series of moral do’: 
and don’t’s, but the relationship of faith anc 
love, and yet to believe on His name and te 
love Him means to do the things He woulc 


shave us do. Jesus Himself said, “If ye lov 


me ye will keep my commandments.” A: 
William Temple, late Archbishop of Canter 
bury, once put it, “If we don’t, we shan’ 
Let no one deceive himself about that. Ther 
is no | eee of meeting His claim upot 
us, unless we truly love Him.” hae 
‘ ; 
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Briefly let us explore what is involved 
re if Christ is to be born in us and if 
> are to live in Him. 


The Creative Power of a New Faith 


Let us begin with the command to believe. 
we are to possess spiritual power so as to 
ange the odds of life confronting us and 
hieve victory instead of defeat, we are com- 
inded to believe, not just anything or in 
ything, but specifically “on the name of 
s Son Jesus Christ.” Faith to believe like 
is involves many things, but for today let 
© stress two. It means, first of all, believing 
Christ, in what He taught and in what He 
is so completely that we dare to live so as 
cheat the limitations which circumstances 
place or time impose on us. 


In Fulton Oursler’s book WHY I KNOW 
HERE IS A GOD, he says that he “talked 
th a famous psychiatrist who confided to 
= that, while he was an atheist, his best 
res of the mentally ill came through re- 
tion. He told me the only way he could 
re many of his patients was by appealing 
their faith in God and insisting on their 
rrender to God’s will. Surrender not sub- 
ission he emphasized. When a man submits 
the inevitable, he still has a gleam in his 
e and he is saying to himself, ‘My time 
Il come. I will get even for this.’ That at- 
ude is a passport to permanent insanity.” 
That psychiatrist is not far from the king- 
ym, for to believe on God’s son Jesus 
irist means “Don’t bother about yourself any 
ore.”” It means that God has put all your 
fairs in order and that about all of life's 
eds and difficulties you are not to be anxi- 
s, for sufficient unto the day is the evil 
ereof. 

This elemental factor of trust in God’s 
re will is counter-balanced by the, second 
ing involved when we believe, namely, 
at our believing will make a difference 
th in the life we lead and in the world 
out us. Last summer Dr. M. E. Macdonald 
Scotland made a timely vivi-section of our 
odern Christianity when he said to the con- 
egation at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
yurch, New York City, that “the thing 
ong with religion today the world over, 
d especially in America, is that it is too 
ntrally heated, too cozy and comfortable.’ 
is remedy: less social psychology and good 
lowship, more emphasis on an austere gos- 
1 of sacrifice. He elaborated this remedy 
saying that “Christian evangelism will 
ver make an impact until it regains the 
nius of the Cross, the capacity for sacri- 
e. Look what the Communists have re- 
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quired of just ordinary people. Religion to- 
day doesn’t call it out because it doesn’t de- 
mand it.” 

Certainly it is written into our Gospel, if 
we take seriously this affirmation from John’s 
Epistle: “This is his commandment, that we 
should believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ.” 


The Creative Power of a New Affection 


It is plain to see that if Christ is to be 
born in us and if we are to live in Him we 
must not only believe on His name, but we 
must fulfill His commandment and love one 
another. It is difficult to understand how 
love can be commanded. Love without a. 
doubt is the greatest power in the world, but 
it is a power of the soul, a hidden, inner 
power, and a power beyond the reach of out- 
ward physical coercions. A tyrant may com- 
mand his subjects to love him, but their re- 
sponse at best is only the outward appear- 
ance, a simulated affection. To comprehend 
how a tyrant fails to receive the response of 
love to his command and how Christ suc- 
ceeds is to remember that Christ first loved 
us and gave Himself for us. Thus Christ re- 
leased within our hearts an irresistible affec- 
tion, and once released and manifested we 
are new creatures, filled with new power, 
cleansed of old demons, and able for all 
things. 

“But why,’ you ask, ‘“‘why should God in 
Christ have first loved us to this degree?” 
To answer that question is to stumble on the 
very mystery of Christmas itself. It was Mar- 
tin Luther who was close to the heart of 
things when long ago he said, “It is not 
what God says that is a foreign tongue to us, 
but what God does that is utterly incompre- 
hensible. When I am told that God became 
man, I can follow the idea, but I just do not 
understand what it means. For what man, if 
left to his natural promptings, if he were 
God, would humble himself to lie in a feed- 
box of a donkey or to hang upon:a cross? 
God laid upon Christ the iniquities of us 
all.”” 

Whether we can comprehend why God so 
loved us that He gave His only begotten Son, » 
or why Christ so loved us that He gave Him- 
self for us, this much is certain: there is no 
trick in it. It is full of mystery, to be sure, 
but so is a photographer's dark room. It 
won't do for us to demand that the photog- 
rapher develop and print his pictures right 
out in the broad light of day, so that we may 
see how it’s done. No, “you have to have _ 
darkness to find a picture on the sensitive 
plate,” and we may go on and say you have 
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to have incomprehensible divine love to en- 
gender and motivate our stubborn hearts to 
love one another. 


“Very well,” you reply, “but how in this 
dark world of hate, greed and suspicion can 
we love one another?” For answer, let me 
quote from Hermann Hagedorn’s story THE 
HOUR OF STARS (50 YEARS). In this de- 
lightful fantasy he supposes that the three 
wisemen are still wandering about the earth 
and in their wandering they have by chance, 
walked into the hands of five Nazi guards 
at a Nazi Concentration Camp. Suspected of 
being Russian agents, what with their long 
beards and oriental clothes, they are being 


questioned. 

“Tell us, old men, how can we find 
peace?” 

‘Peace,’ said old Melchior softly, “‘is 


where the Child is, and where the Child is 
not, there is no peace.” 
“Where the Child is,” 


,’ murmured Bal- 
thasar, “there is peace.” 


“Where the Child is not,” ee the 
little Ka-Spar, as though from far away, 
“there is no peace.” 

‘Who is the Child?” asked the guard with 
gray lips and feverish eyes. 

The big Melchior was staring into the 
darkness. “The Child,” he said softly, “is the 
straight look in the eyes of men, the straight 
words on their lips, the straight thoughts in 
their hearts.” 

“The Child,’ ‘murmured Balthasar the 
lean, “is the love each has for another and 
for all others, love that is patience and for- 


bearance, and sternness, too; love that is fel- 


lowship, which makes dead stones bear fruit 
and makes three men a host.” 

What the three wisemen said to the Nazi 
guards may seem like foolish idealism and 
dreams, but it is symbolic of the way we 


shall manifest the creative power of God’s 


love and in doing so discover once again the 
joy and transcendence of Christ’s coming not 
only into the life of the world, but also into 


our human hungry hearts. 


The Editors Columns 


The Familiar Voice 
| eee above the normal, day-by- 


day, mine run experiences which come 

my unpretentious way, I find the widely 
occasional opportunity to weave a bit more on 
this or that tapestry of fellowship, the wefts 
of which have lain, untouched, over many and 
fleeting years. 

So was it in a distant city where, not of 
choice so much as necessity, I Sundayed over, 
in increased sympathy with the foundling 
puppy in a new home. I was so lost to things 

familiar the only items of which I felt fairly 
familiar were the directions, ‘up’ and “down.” 

In such a situation I often turn to the 
Church Directory in the Telephone book, for 
next to a familiar face or voice is a familiar 
form of worship, when away from home. 

Thus it was I happened upon the printed 
name of one whom I had not seen for over a 
score of years. Quickly I dialed the number 
and thinking to play a little, when I heard his 
vioce, I expressed my doubts that he could 
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identify the voice with which he was speak- 
ing. 

To my utter amazement and immediate 
inner warmth, and without the slightest hesita- 
tion, there came to my ear the words, “For 
goodness sake, Joe, where are you?” That 
answer, unhesitant, quick to seek back over 
many years, still seems impossible, especially 
in view of the fact the two of us were merely 
casual friends over a relatively brief period in 
the dim, gone years. Yet in that answer my 
heart found that for which it had been yearn- 
ing, something to link it with its own experi- 
ence. 

As I think of it now that I am back wherd 
all things are dearly familiar, it occurs to me 
that the self-same thing happens often enough 
to keep it out of the category of the excep- 
tional, especially as the year takes on Christ- 
mas preparation and attire, for then it-is, if 
ever, when the hearts of men everywhere yearn 
for the sound of a voice which can lift them 
out of the mire of predicament, in which they 
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id themselves floundering. More often than 
bt, though don’t count on man’s acknowled ge- 
ent of the fact, that voice is one once warmly 
miliar, but to which their material and self- 
4den years have dulled their ears. 

This coming Christmas, as at every Christ- 
as, through the raucous blatancies of our 
mes, many a sluggish ear will catch faint 
hispers of Peace and Goodwill they have 
»t heard for years, and hearts will be warmed 
ith memories cleaner and purer than their 
‘ost. Christmas does that to all who are not 
one deaf. 

In this ugly hour when we have seem- 
cgly thrust Peace and Good Will far, far 
eck beyond that Judean hill, instead of woo- 
sg them into our homes and lives, we need 
ee voice of a Friend more than aught else. 
Blessed are you, particularly in this hour, 
tho bring that Voice to the stopped ear, to 
arm anew the heart which has gone cold 
wer the years, for there is joy in the house 
then the lost coin has been found, and in the 
bid when the straying lamb has been re- 
mned, 


‘issing the Boat 

F YOU were offered a three month trip to 

| the Philippine Islands, and your program 
permitted such an absence, what would be 
ur reaction ? 

Exactly! So were his, and for months he had 
een putting his desk in order, over against 
ee first day of November, which, he was 
Md, was the sailing date for the boat upon 
thich he would make the trip. 

There were inoculations and vaccinations 
lore, both required and recommended, some 
= which put him-to bed for a day or two. 
Hhere were miles of red-tape to be untangled, 
fore he would be issued either a passport 
- visa. His physical presence in the District 
court room was not sufficient proof of his 
itth, and those of you fortunate enough to 
ave been born in a little one-street village 
lhich clings tenaciously to a Pennsylvania 
nog-back”” and looks down into the crimson 
saws of belching coke ovens in each valley, 

d that prior to the era of formally and 
Fecally recorded vital statistics, know some- 
at of the perplexities of securing accept- 
le legal proof of your birth. You would 
ve to present documented Police Clearance 
ers, too. But then, if your local Police 
ief was your friend, like his was, that job 
uld not be too difficult, considering your 
rofession. 
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who actually takes his 


In that the boat would not sail until Novem- 
ber 1, you would work right up to the last 
moment to get as much done as possible before 
your departure. You might even accept a 
speaking engagement for the evening of Oc- 
tober 23, as he did, for that would leave you 
eight days to get to the port of departure. 
Ample time. 

But suppose that a wire brings word that 
the sailing date had been advanced to Octo- 
ber 24th from November 1st? You’d probably 
grow some in wisdom, if not stature, as he 
did, and come to find a greater significance in 
the Churchillian phrase, ‘He missed the boat,” 
for with you speaking in the East on the eve- 
ning of the 23rd, you can’t cross the continent 
and make a boat, sailing on the morning of 
the 24th. 

So, he sat back in his chair and tried to 
take his disappointment philosophically. Other 
things, many other things which might be 
missed, were vastly more important than any 
boat. By missing the boat he would miss the 
hazzards which could hardly be by-passed on 
the trip he had planned to make. The trip 
was essential neither to his general morale nor 
his physical or spiritual well being. It would 
have meant educational growth, but such is* 
the daily experience of the questing mind on 
this side of the Pacific as well as on that 
side. It would have been largely, an enjoyable 
experience, but such is likely to be found 
wherever one seeks it honestly. Being a home- 
loving soul, he would not now, thanks to 
“missing the boat,’ be compelled to forego 
the joys which play upon the strings of his 
soul when he is permitted to be at home. 

As I listened to his musings on having 
‘’missed the boat,’’ my thoughts turned to the 
parish boat. I know there are local conditions 
and organizational dicta which often must 
shape the preferences of many a pastor to re- 
main in one parish, for many believe, not with- 
out reason, that only with long and full years 
of a pastor-people relationship may one be 
permitted the maximum richness of the pas- 
toral experience. Yet I have long felt the 
ideal is approached in that relationship, only 
with years of close and happy contact. The 
one-shepherd-one-fold relationship promises, 
where it is possible, high joys in the parish 
for both pastor and people, which come over 
no other route. sig peed) cece 

The pastor who “misses the boat,’ unlike 
my friend who missed his, might be the one 

trip—to some other 
parish. als 
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CHURCH AT WOnn 


CANDLELIGHT CHORAL CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Presented by the Choirs of 
The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 


Saint Paul, Minnesota 
December 23, 1951 - 8 P.M. 


The: Prehide: “Praise°God the’ Lord MY e'Sons:of Men “2.5 1)3 sneee Schumacher 


The Processional (Congregation seated) 
The Order of Vespers 

The Psalm: Domini Est Terra 
“Hosanna” 


PSIERO OW GIN OCLs oe ates fe eee eevee eee 
“Shepherds, Shake Off Your Drowsy Sleep” 
CW iat. Chil daa ST bis ek ieee hae Sore 
“Cheristenas®: Roundelay 2 aes. ane: 
“AsVitsin Most Blessed 22a 
; OneChristmas, Night ci0 ioe ees, 
“Unto Us a Boy: is+Born 2282 
SP reparesthe Wayans eee Rete 
aLovin the ime;A ppoitited 7 an sete ee 
Y Of the Father's ‘Love, Begotten 2... .0e... 
’Oplsttles Lown \of Bethlehem (ek... ate 
“Joseph Came Seeking a Resting Place’’..... 
+A Joyous. Christmas. S0n 9 scietcot ayes 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” 
ais Lately We *W atehed 2. 2 ee 2 


eR We MIS! me ee es bape et 2G Vogler 
Sr ee APSE fu 16th Century French Carol 
sb: Ass uaa ee eee Besancon Carol 
racupemusates Ki, Se SE ee ee ee Dix 
Sactasite A sat Beacons Marryott 
Stee <P Seas Carol with descant 
eget Arr. by R. Vaughn Williams 
SR as I 15th Century Latin Carol 
MA A ee MT Ns 3 Swedish Melody, 1560 
ae re TEM uct rte 4 et SE et Willan 
Fe orn Plain-song tune, 12th Century 
sath nag hele ee ae Praetorius, 1609 
Bilt ena NE eg oe Willoughby 
eee Cen elite Sete deren a =. Norwegian Carol 
Lighiat a eae Westminster Carol 
ee aire es ee Austrian. Carol 


“From Heavéa Above to Earth I Come. siz. 2.2 See Luther-Bach 
Hymn 
The Voluntary: “Now sing We and Rejoice xc. 2122 teenie rece Schumacher 
The Offering : 
Hymn 
Hymn 


The Closing Prayers and Blessing 
The Recessional 


—Redeemer Record 


NTO the Night long 
years ago, so the story 
reads, the Angels sang 

a song of Peace and Good 
will. Into the Night there 
shone a Star calling men of 


Christmas Night 
wisdom to a place of wor- 
ship. 


A 


came a Baby’s cry. Through the years a mul- 
titude of men have come to believe that 
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through the Star, the Angel Song, and the 
Babe of Bethlehem the Eternal Father has 
been seeking to make His way into the lives 
of men. Now a world, forgetting Star and 
Song and Manger, has plunged itself into a 
disastrous night. Morning and Hope will 
come again only when men see the same 
Star, hear the old Song, and bow again at 
the feet of Jesus born in Bethlehem 
O Holy Child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 
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Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
BS * * 


CHRISTMAS DAY IN THE HOME 


(Adeste Fidelis — To be read or sung) 
'O come, all ye faithful, joyfully triumphant, 
'O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
‘Come and behold Him Born the King of angels! 


‘O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 


Him, 
tO come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 


‘Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning, 


_Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

‘Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

‘O come, ? 
Him, 

'O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. Amen. 


TO WHOM CHRIST CAME 


To the sorrowing—‘To them that sit in 
idarkness and in the Shadow of death, to 
jguide their feet in the way of peace.” Luke 
$:7-9. 

To laboring men—‘‘Shepherds abiding in 
ithe field keeping watch over their flock by 
might.” Luke 2:8. 

To students—“There came wise men from 
ithe east.’ Matt. 2:1. 

To home—"They found Mary and Joseph 
;and the Babe lying in a manger.” Luke 2:16. 

The aged—"He took Him up in his arms 
sand said ‘Mine eyes have seen Thy salva- 
ition’.”” Luke 2:28-30. 

The Sinful—‘‘Thou shalt call His name 
_Jesus for he shall save His people from their 
ssins.”” Matt. 1:21. 


Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 


THE PRAYER 


Our gracious and loving Saviour, be 
lhomed in our hearts this day. May this be 
ithe holy day for each member of our home. 
‘Companion to our loved ones wherever they 
:may be. We remember that the Earth is 
"Thine and the fullness thereof. Be very near 
‘to the lonely and suffering ones in every 
‘land. Make real Thy peace to a war torn 
‘world. Give strength to the weak. Cleanse 
‘our hearts of all evil. Endow Thy church 
‘with power and guide it into a larger min- 
istry to the world’s need. Guide and protect 
‘those in the service of our country, may 
‘peace of which the angels sang come to the 
children of this world. We pray in Thy 
‘name. Thou who art the Prince of Peace, be 
'born in us today. Amen. 
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let us adore Him, O come, let us adore 


Long was the way to Bethlehem 
To those who sought of old, 

By burning sands and bitter springs 
And nights of haunting cold. 

It is still a hard way to Bethlehem. It was 
hard for the three wise men who caught the 
heavenly vision and believed they were being 
led to the birthplace of the world’s Saviour. 
Over burning sands and rocky heights they 
made their way. And even Herod, to whom 
they looked for help, sought rather, to trap 
them. When they found the child in the 
manger they worshipped the Child. It was 
a hard road, but a way of joy. For though 
we have our modern roads and fast trans- 
portation by land, sea and air, the ways to 
spiritual achievement are still slow and diffi- 
cult. The heart still longs for the triumph of 
kindness, tolerance and love. The Christmas 
star shows the goal but the way is hard. 


The world, dear Lord, is very large, 
With people far apart, 

Yet all alike, whate’er their needs, 
Are children of Thy heart. 

And though some are in foreign climes, 
Or islands of the sea, 

One family tie unites them still 
And they belong to Thee. 

Grant us to live as children should, 
Who heed one Father’s call 

And round a common place of prayer, 
Desire the good of all. 

So help us serve each other, Lord, 
Whate’er our race or clan, 

That through our love for each may come 
The brotherhood of man. Amen. 


O come let us worship and bow down: let 
us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he 
is our God and we are the people of His 
pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 

At our breakfast table on Christmas Day 
we shall follow the service found in this 
bulletin. It will please us if you would pause 
with us this day and join with us in thought 
and prayer—Rey. and Mrs. Wm. J. Lichau. 


Words of Welcome to Visitors 

Variety in ways of welcoming visitors 1s 
worthwhile. 

Since visitors are present in nearly every 
church service, Sid of welcome on the 
part of the minister are usually appropriate. 
Regular attendants do not get tired of hear- 
ing words of welcome if different words are 
used to express the thought. Here are a few 
we have culled from various bulletins or com- 
posed in the past few years, Anyone can create 
additional new ones for bulletin or verbal 
use: 

1. St. Paul’s Church is happy to greet you 
this morning and extends a cordial welcome 
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to all as we worship together. 

2. St. Paul’s Church extends a cordial wel- 
come to all in the Name of the Lord Jesus 
—the Head of the Church. If you receive a 
blessing this morning give thanks to the 
heavenly Father. We invite you to worship 
with us again. 

3. Visitors: We recognize you today not 
as strangers, but as guests of God. May God’s 
blessing rest richly with you and all others 
who love God and the Church. 


4, Visitors: This is your Father's house. 
The joy of this season and the quietness of 
this sanctuary invite you to meditate and 
think and pray. 

5. Visitors: On this day of joy and happi- 
ness and good-will we welcome you in the 
Name of the Christ. 


6. We are glad -you are with us today. 
Worship with us again. We will be happy to 
see you. 

7. Come and worship with us again when 
you can. 


8. Visitors are always welcome in our fel- 
lowship of worship and work. May we re- 
quest all visitors to go out the south door 
at the close of the service that I may meet 
them ? 

9. To all who wish to give the Lord the 
glory unto His holy Name St. Paul’s Church 
extends the hand of fellowship. Come and 
worship with us again. 

10. In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
welcome you in this sanctuary. May your com- 
ing and going be attended with richest bless- 
ings. 

11. To all who need a Saviour and wish 
to worship, this Church opens her doors 
and in the name of Jesus Christ says, ‘“Wel- 
come. 

12. That this church may be a house of 
prayer for all the people, we bid you wel- 
come to the work and worship of this con- 
gregation. 

13. We extend a cordial welcome to all 
visitors among us today. May the house of 
God be your spiritual home, where you can 
find inspiration and strength for your daily 
tasks and duties. 

14. Good church attendance is helpful to 
everyone: to the minister, the organist, the 
choir members, and to every worshipper. 
The blending of many voices in song and 
prayer is an inspiration to all. 


_15. St. Paul’s is a worshipping church. We 
give a hearty welcome and sincere greeting 
to all. Worship with us again. 


Page 372 


16. We extend a glad welcome to all at- 
tending this service. This church desires to 
be a home to the stranger in our midst, a 
helpful friend to those in need, a retreat for 
those weary of labor, and a glorified inspira- 
tion to every follower of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

17. If you-are a stranger or visitor, you 
are most welcome. You are invited to intro- 
duce yourself at the close of the service. 

18. What a privilege it is to extend to you 
the hand of fellowship and invite you to 
share with us in our many blessings! 

19. We cordially invite all to join us in 
reverent concern in this our morning wor- 
ship. 

20. This church seeks to supply the needs 
of Christians of all denominations. We, 
therefore, welcome all visitors, no matter 
what their church affiliation. 

21. May we suggest that you take a bulle- 
tin home with you and give it to your pastor 
with our greetings? We are glad you were 
able to be with us. 

22. God is worthy of adoration and praise 
even on the hottest day. 

23. You are never a stranger in your 
Father's house. 

24. Ever welcome to this house are strang- 
ers and the poor. We welcome all of you 
today, and hope your visit may prove to be 
an experience in Christian fellowship. You 
are invited to make this your church home. 


—Friedrich Rest. 


Church Ushering— 

A Study in Itself S 
“There’s real skill in being a prope: 

church usher,” reports the University o: 


‘Wichita, Kansas, and so the University, ir 


co-operation with the Wichita Council o: 
Churches, plans a three-night school fo 
Church Ushers. 

The purpose of the short, noncredi 
course, is “to present techniques of reveren 
and skillful audience engineering” for churcl 
services and weddings. 


Young People Urged to Reach 
Beyond Church Boundaries 

A challenge to reach beyond church boun 
daries to aid in realizing the Christian idea 
of the brotherhood of men was issued Sun 
day, October 26, 1952, to 200-members o 
the Buffalo Adult Conference of the Eri 
County Council of Churches ; 

“The Christian mandate to ‘go out and mak 
disciples of all nations’ is not a sacred ar 
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iquity but a formula calling for action which 
should set a pattern for human relationships,” 
aid Rev. Milton H. Keene, Methodist min- 
ster, Wilmington, Delaware, to a city-wide 
stoup meeting in Amherst Community Church. 
Mr. Keene offered this remedy as ‘“‘Christ’s 
ternative to the muddling in global relation- 
hips which has brought men to the brink of 
lisaster.”” 


foday’s College Graduates 

Douglas McGregor, President of Antioch 
college told the Antioch-Niagara Frontier 
-ouncil recently “that too many young per- 
ons were given ‘greasegun’ educations. They 
ure stuffed with techniques which prepare them 
‘or narrow niches in society but nothing 
nore. 

President McGregor indicted American col- 
eges for failing to prepare students for the 
broad scopes of fields they will enter,” say- 
ng— 

“We want to turn out persons who don’t 
egatd education as a terminal point. We want 
seople with a philosophy of life they are able 
‘0 live by, not just talk about. We want them 
‘o be effective in society.” The trend to bring 
more democracy into classrooms, from the 
irst grade up, will help overcome /imited 
education, he believes, and concluded that 
‘The average college campus today is about as 
wuthoritarian an affair as you can find; a tight 
ittle hierarchy. The dean of faculty rides herd 
yn the faculty and the dean of students rides 
1erd on the students.” 


I see Thee as Thou art, O Christ, 
My Saviour, Son of God the High’st. 
“Thou comest now a Baby Boy, 

But art the Lord of peace and joy. 
In Thee my lips exult and sing, 
For Thou to me are God and King!’ 


—lJohn W. McKelvey. 
y 


America First 


Not merely in matters material, but in things 
of the spirit. 


Not merely in science, inventions, motors, and 
skyscrapers, but also in ideals, principles, 
character. 

Not merely in the calm assertion of rights, 
but in the glad assumption of duties. 


Not flaunting her strength as a giant, but 
bending in helpfulness over a sick and 
wounded world like a Good Samaritan. 


Not in splendid isolation, but in Christlike 
co-operation. 


Not in pride, arrogance, and disdain of other 
races and peoples, but in sympathy, love, 
and understanding. 


Not in treading again the old, worn, bloody 
pathway which ends inevitably in chaos 
and disaster, but in blazing a new trail 
along which, please God, other nations 
will follow, into the new Jerusalem 
where wats shall be no mote. 

Some day some nation must take that path— 
unless we ate to lapse once again into 
utter barbarism — and that honor I covet 
for my beloved America. 

And so, in that spirit and with these hopes, 
I say with all my heart and_ soul, 
“AMERICA FIRST.” 


—G. Ashton Oldham in The Journal of 


SIMEON MAKES ANSWER 
Tune: Veni Immanuel, No. 83 


See, Simeon, a Child is nigh, 
With eyes to match the star-lit sky. 
“He is the Promised One so fair, 
Immanuel, our sins to bear. 
Draw near, blest Messenger of God. 
And guide me with Thy staff and rod!” 


What Child is this to now displace 
God’s servant full of years and grace? 
“He comes to crown my age with Life, 
Myself to free from sin and strife. 
O come, receive me to Thy heart, 
Thy peace serene to me impart!” 


But, Simeon, no seer art thou, 
If thou to this mere Child dost bow! 
“Alas, if thou canst not behold! 
This is Messiah, long foretold! 
Rejoice, and let me go in peace; 
|My days shall end, but His increase. 


November, 1 952 


the National Education Association. 


Foot Action Needed in Evangelism 
Evangelistic Action needs FOOT AC- 
TION! : 
Jesus said, ‘I must needs go through Sama- 
ria.” He was continually on the move. “Let us 
go into the next towns, that I may preach 
there also, for therefore came I forth,” were 
both his words and action. Simon Peter like- 
wise went about—as to the home of Cornelius. 
The team of Paul and Barnabas did, also— 
they went to Cyprus, Pamphilia, Antioch, Iconi- 
um, Lystra, Derbe. Paul and Silas traveled 
even beyond the confines of Asia, and went 
into Europe. 


Jesus sent “the twelve” out, two by two. 
He commissioned ‘‘the seventy” to go out, two 
by two. Today we need to use foot action to 
reach homes where people live who never turn 
their feet toward the house of God. We must 
get the people who worship with consecrated 
lips on Sunday to consecrate their feet to evan- 
gelization of those in the community who 
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never turn their feet toward the church and 
Christ. 

Jesus said, “I must work while it is day . . . 
The night cometh when no man can work.” 
There will be a time when our feet are unable 
to walk for our living Christ. We should use 
our feet NOW. 


We ring our church bells on Sunday. We 
need foot evangelism in order to ring doorbells 
during the week. The ringing of doorbells 
will do more to turn feet toward the sanctuary 
than will the ringing of church bells. Imagine 
what would happen if we could get our peo- 
ple to practice FOOT action for the living 
Christ! 

—Harry Denman in Shepherds. 


Birthday Prayer 


On this day especially, dear Father, let me remem- 
ber your great gift of life. Let me remember and 
cherish those who shared with You in the giving; 
whose encouragement and understanding were with 
me from the first. But let me. remember too that 
birthdays are only symbols of something infinitely 
higher, that every day of my life is a birthday in 
spirit, a day in which some new beauty or joy or 
strength may be born into my soul; in which I may 
myself express the divine life force in giving birth 
to new and better things. 


Each dawn opens to me new opportunities, more 
radiant health, deeper understanding. firmer faith, 
greater success, richer ideas, these and so much more 
if I but claim them. This then, dear Father, is my 
prayer, that daily I may bring forth some new good 
into my life and that each day I may give it forth 
for the joy and benefit of those around me. Amen. 


—R. H. Grenville 


Lectures on Preaching 


Phillips Brooks, in some of the epigram- 
matic sentences which you will find in his 
“Lectures on Preaching,” describes himself, and 
gives some of the sources of his own great 
power. Take such sentences as these: ‘There 
must be a man behind every sermon;” “To be 
dead in earnest is to be eloquent;” ‘The ser- 
mon is truth and man together. It is truth 
brought through the man;” “The personal 
interest of the preacher is the bouyant air that 
- fills the mass and lifts it.” This last was illus- 
trated every time he preached. 


“Our lives, our tears, as water, 

Are spilled upon the ground: 

God giveth no man quarter, 

Yet God a means hath found, 
Though faith and hope have vanished, 
And even love grows dim . . 

A means whereby His banished 

Be not expelled from Him.” 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


The Christmas Star 
Text: Numbers 24:17—(Speaker have a red 
apple, to cut before the group.) 

How often we have looked at a red apple, 
but I wonder how many of us have ever found 
the Star in the center of it? It is a message of 
the Christmas story, the Star of Bethlehem, 
and it tells us a story that we need never 
again forget. 

Cut your apple straight across this way, 1n- 
stead of cutting it from blossom to stem. You 
have a perfect star, and let us see what it 
tells us. 

Let us name the five points of this star. 
The first one is Joy! Joy because the Babe of 
Bethlehem has come to teach us of God’s love. 
The second point is “Eternal Life’—the gift 
of God to anyone who will accept it. The 
third one is “Salvation,” that is being saved 
from sin, which is what Jesus came to bring 
us. The fourth one is “US’—Jesus came to 
tell US how we can have eternal life, each 
and every one of US, if we want it. Number 
five, “Service,” the blessedness of doing things 
for God, and for others, because we can’t 
help that, if we really love God. What do the 
five points spell? They spell J-E-S-U-S! 

Most of us will think of the star in the 
apple from now on, whenever we see or have 
an apple, and that is as it should be, because 
it will keep the Christmas message before us 
continually, not just at Christmas time. There 
is another thing we should know about the 
star in the apple, and that is, that there are 
seeds hidden away in there; no, they will not 
grow, and bear fruit while they are hidden 
away in the star. They have to be released and 
given a chance to grow and bear fruit. 

Just as each one of us-needs air, light, sun- 
shine, food and rest, so all things that God 
has placed within our reach need to grow and 
develop, so all the blessings they may bring 
to people are made real. The Star of Bethle- 
hem did not shine alone for the Wise Men,. 
about whom we read in the Christmas story of 
the Bible; the Christmas Star is for every one,—_ 
everyone who will open his eyes and heart, 
and it will point the way to Jesus.—Robert 
Scott Wallis. 


A Wonderful Christmas Gift. 

Christmas is a time of GIVING! Jesus 
came to this earth to give himself to us, so 
we might learn of God’s love for each of us. 
Some people do not think of that side of 
Christmas. They think only of gifts you can 
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buy in a store, things to play with, things to 
‘wear, and they miss the really great gift in 
‘Christmas. 

A young girl, who had never learned about 
ithe real Christmas, based on God’s love for 
‘her, wanted some very expensive jewelry which 
‘she had seen in a store; she had some wealthy 
‘friends, who could give her anything she 
‘wanted, and she told them about the jewelry. 

Christmas morning came, and the young 
‘woman found a small box from her wealthy 
\friends, and she opened it, wondering what it 
‘could be, as it was much too small to be the 
jjewelry she wanted. What do you think she 
\found in the box? The key to a door! An 
sordinary door key, tied to a card, and on the 
ecard were the words,—but the young woman 
‘was so disappointed that she did not read the 
:words, she threw it down and looked at some 
cof the other gifts. Later, she picked up the 
ecard with the house key tied to it, and read 
tthe words: ‘The key to the door of the house 
cof a friend. It is yours to use. Use it every 
cday if you wish!” 

She read the words a number of times, and 

tthen it dawned on her what the lovely sig- 
enificance of the KEY really was; a key to the 
llovely home of a cherished friend, and she 
ccould use it at any time she wanted to. She 
‘was free to go to the friend’s home, any 
ttime she felt the need of rest, comfort, com- 
jpanionship. What a wonderful gift! The friend 
ccould have given her anything, but she gave 
therself, her home, her companionship. What 
ea wonderful gift! 
That is the Gift God gave to each and 
eevery one of us. He gave Himself to us, in the 
iform of a little child, so we might learn through 
tthe little child, Jesus, what love really means. 
"Yes, God gives each one of us the key to His 
llove, and we can use it whenever we want to 
vuse it, when we are in need of rest and com- 
ifort, forgiveness, or when we need to unburden 
cour hearts of the wrong and unseemly things 
vwe have done, in order to make a new start 
on the right way. os 

We don’t even have to unwrap the Key that 
God gives each and everyone of us as a Christ- 
mas gift. He just reaches out His hand to us, 
and we know we have the key, to use any 
time, and as often as we need to. Actually, 
God gives us the key to every worthwhile 
thing, if we just take time to accept it. This 
is our day to learn what a truly great gift 
lesus offers us!—E. T. Morse. 


Tinsel on the Christmas Tree 
There is an old, old story about how the 
ncient housewives cleaned and scrubbed their 
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homes for the coming of the Christmas festi- 
val. They cleaned and cleaned, until no dust 
or even cob-webs were to be found anywhere. 
Many of God’s little creatures were greatly 
troubled over this, and the spiders were espe- 
cially troubled, because, as the story goes, 
they wanted to take part in the festival, too. | 
They were so troubled that when they saw 
one of the angels who had come to help 
make ready for the coming of the Christ- 
child, they told of their disappointment; the 
angel listened to the story, and opened the 
windows for the spiders, so they could go in 
and out of the houses. In their great joy over 
the help of the angels, the spiders did every- 
thing they could to help in the preparations; 
they made cob-webs everywhere they could, 
but especially on the Christmas tree. They 
looped their webs from branch to branch, as 
fast as they could, and when the angels re- 
turned to sing their songs of welcome, they 
knew that the housewives would not be happy 
over the cob-webs all over the Christmas tree. 


The angels went on with the singing of 
their “welcome chorus,” and touched the cob- 
webs with their lips, and what do you think 
happened? The cob-webs turned to garlands of 
silver thread, and made the Christmas tree 
shine and sparkle as if lighted by magic gar- 
lands. The housewives found the lovely, spark- 
ling garlands on the branches of the trees, 
and raised their voices in praise and thanks- 
giving. Of course, the little spiders joined in 
the singing in their own way, but the house- 
wives could not hear them, so everyone was 
happy. The story is that everyone was so 
happy over the garlands on the trees that it 
became a regular practice to hang silver tinsel 
on the branches of Christmas trees ever since. 


The Test 


The test of a man is the fight that he makes 
The grit that he daily shows 


The way that he stands on his feet and takes 
Fate’s numerous bumps and blows. 

A cowatd can smile when there is naught to fear 
When nothing his progress bars 


But it takes a man to stand up and cheer 
While some other fellow stares. 


It’s the knocks that you take and the jolts that you 
get 
The shock that your courage stands 


The hour of sorrow and vain regret 
The prize that escaped your hands 

That test your mettle and prove your worth, 
It isn’t the blows that you deal 

But the blows that you take on this good old earth 
That show if your stuff is real. 


—The Columbus Ease 
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Text: IL Kings 6:17.—"And Elisha prayed, 
and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, 
that he may see. And the Lord opened the 
eyes of the young man; and he saw: and 
behold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha.” 


HERE is a crisis of our age, a crisis which 

4k confronts the whole world, a crisis 

which divides the whole world. The en- 

tire human family is in the valley of decision. 
“Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” 

But America faces an aspect of this crisis 
even more immediate and urgent. This crisis 
brings into bold relief the grave and far- 
reaching issues that are at stake. It is a crisis 
when men’s hearts might well fail them for 
fear were it not for an invincible faith and an 
unfaltering hope. 

It is a crisis when men supremely are being 
thrown back on invisible resources, when they 
will find in the true and living God the spirit- 
ual reserves and the victorious reserves that 
will enable them to endure and to triumph. 


In one of the darkest days of the World 
War I, when Britain’s back was to the wall 
and great issues hung in the balance, Rupert 
Brooke addressed a great throng of people in 
London. He opened and closed his memorable 
address with these words:— 


“Thank God! Thank God! 
matched us against this hour!” 


Many centuries ago the totalitarian king of 
Syria warred against Israel. He sought to en- 
trap the King of Israel and to overcome his 
subjects by stratagem and deceit, but Elisha, 
the prophet of God, revealed his treacherous 
plans and thus caused the king of Israel to 
escape. Then Benhadad sent’ his armed forces, 
a great host of horses and chariots to appre- 
hend him. They came by night to Dothan, en- 
compassed the city and prepared to attack. 
Early the next morning Elisha’s servant arose 
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THE NATION'S 
INVISIBLE RESOURCES 


FRANCIS SHUNK DOWNS 


and just as dawn was breaking, walked with 
Elisha to the outskirts of the city and there 
saw the armed forces of the King of Syria sur: 
rounding the city. Turning to the prophet, he 
exclaimed, “Alas, my master! How shall we 
do?” And Elisha replied, ‘Fear not, for they 
that be with us are more than they that be 
with them.’ This meant nothing to the young 
man for all that he could see was the armed 
might of an enemy nation. Then Elisha prayed 
and said, “Lord, I pray Thee, open his eyes 
that he may see’’ and we read in the record 
that ‘“The Lord opened the eyes of the young 
man and he saw! And behold the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire around 
about Elisha.” 


The Reality of Invisible Resources 


The most powerful forces in the world are 
invisible. We live by the things that we can- 
not see as well as by what we can handle, 
taste and see. “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.” Democracy, freedom of 
thought and speech, public education, all were 
once only dreams of things that men could not 
see. The little group of twelve men that car- 
ried the vision of the Master had an irresistible 
faith in things they could not see. Dr. Karl T. 
Compton, President of Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, in an address on “The Require- 
ments of progress,” said: “A fourth beyond a 
doubt, is faith in the ultimate vindication of 
the highest moral values, without which the 
zest for life must perish.” Man’s greatest bene- 
factors are invisible,—the creative processes of 
life, electricity, the love of the human heart, 
the thought of the human mind, the worship 
of the human soul. 

Edith Cavell, about to be shot by the Ger- 
mans, spoke four immortal words just before 
her spirit returned to God:—'‘Patriotism is not 
enough.” Yes, spiritual resources are real. ~ 

As the late scientist Steinmetz declared: 
“When man understands the spiritual power 
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hat is in the universe and gears into it, life 
vill be changed for the better and will move 
‘orward at a prodigious rate.’ Yes, the things 
which are seen are temporal but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” } 

God’s spiritual power for men has been re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Saviour. 
He that hath seen Him hath seen the Father, 
in Him is truth and grace, the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. And all power is given unto 
Him in heaven and on earth. 


“Say not my soul, ‘From whence can God 
relieve thy care?’ 


Remember that Omnipotence hath 
servants everywhere.” 


The Power of Invisible Resources 


The prophet pointed out that the forces al- 
ied with him were more than those drawn up 
igainst him. The Word of God sets forth the 
power of spiritual forces. It teaches that they 
ure experienced not only in the hearts of men 
Sut are seen in operation against the might of 
hostile arms. 

Some unbelievers may doubt and _ others 
sneer at the reality and power of spiritual 
forces but that does not make them less true 
or real. The power of these forces centers in 
religion; being a Christian I believe especially 
hey center in the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I do not believe with Napoleon 
that “‘God is on the side of the strongest bat- 
alions.”” Might is not right. We Americans 
selieve so strongly that might is not right that 
we have fought two wars to prevent the domi- 
nance of such a belief. That philosophy of 
ife was hatched in hell. Might is not right but 


“Right is right, since God is God 
And right the day must win; 

To doubt would be disloyalty, 
To falter would be sin.” 


As Lincoln in the stress of the Civil War 
ut it: “I’m not so much concerned whether 
Sod is on my side or not but I am mightily 
concerned whether I am on God’s side or 
ot.” As the great apostle truly and fearlessly 
xpressed it,—“‘If God be for us, who can be 
gainst us?” 

Do you believe in prayer? Do you pray? Do 
ou want to get into vital touch with the 
reatest and most satisfying resources that life 
nows of and especially come into communion 
vith him who is the Giver of them? 
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On May 18, 1940, it was announced 
throughout the world that King George VI 
wished Sunday, May 26th, to be observed as 
an Empire Day of Prayer. The British Expe- 
ditionary Force was encircled by hostile Ger- 
man armies. Hitler was publicly announcing , 
that it was surrounded, trapped and doomed to 
immediate annihilation. 


On Sunday, May 26th, the British Empire 
went to its knees. On that day, the Prime Min- 
ister and other members of the Government 
and endless rows of statesmen, soldiers, am- 
bassadors and leaders of the nation were at 
prayer in Westminster Abbey. Millions of men, 
women and children gathered in their churches 
and chapels throughout the nation to pray and 
they prayed for divine mercy and intervention. 
Within forty-eight hours, God sent a fog that 
did its helpful work in screening from the in- 
numerable German aircraft, the hundreds of 
boats of all descriptions that had crept out from 
English harbors to rescue the men who were 
fighting their way to the French side of the 
Channel. 


It is a matter of history that not only the fog 
came but the English Channel was more calm 
than it had been for years. Three hundred and 
thirty-five thousand troops were miraculously 
saved by way of Dunkirk. An Empire on its 
knees in prayer had been heard of God. The 
New York Times in a memorable article said 
—So long as the English tongue survives, 
the word ‘Dunkirk’ will be spoken in rever- 
ence. 


America has but one motto: engraven on 
our coins and seals of state and I hope in all 
our hearts,—“In God we trust.” 


America in her loved national hymn sings 
and prays: “Protect us by Thy might, great 
God our King!” 


The Nearness of Invisible Resources 


Think of the fears that gripped the heart of 
this servant of Elisha. ‘Alas, my master, how 
shall we do?” How often that cry comes to our 
lips or clutches at our hearts. Sometimes God 
seems so far away. Maybe it is because we 
have been following Him afar off. Or He 
seems to be unconcerned or not available. 
“Lord, I pray Thee open his eyes.”” And when 
the young man’s eyes were opened, he saw the 
invisible helpers all around him. He saw “the 
horses and chariots of fire’ as well as the 
horses and chariots of the enemics’ forces. May 
I point out that these invisible resources were 
there all the time. The young man did not see 
them but they were there nevertheless. We can 
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rely on what God has said is so. Tennyson had 
the secret when he wrote, 

“Closer is He than breathing, 

Nearer than hands or feet.” 


David Livingstone, intrepid missionary, ex- 
plorer and soldier of the Cross had come in 
his trail-blazing journeyings in the heart of 
Africa to what appeared to be an insuperable 
obstacle. A hostile tribe opposed his progress 
and threatened his life. Weakened by fever, 
alone save for his native helpers, he fell on 
his knees before his open Bible. There he read 
the words of his Master, ‘I am with you al- 
ways.” Livingstone wrote in his diary that 
night, “I have it on the word of a perfect 
Gentlemen that He will be with me. I am no 
longer afraid. I will go forward in the morn- 
ing.” And he did go forward. The opposition 
was miraculously gone and the way opened for 
his deliverance. 


I think of a young woman alone and a bit 
fearful in a strange hotel in a strange city in 
the Northwest part of our country. As she 
saw a Bible on the table placed there by the 
Gideons who have rendered this splendid ser- 
vice to hotels throughout the nation, she was 
reminded of Him who is the theme of the 
Bible. Speaking to someone about it later on, 
she said,—‘I realized that the best Friend I 
had in the world was there with me.” 


Ah! my friends, that is the meaning of 
Christmas! Immanuel, God has come down to 
us, to dwell with us. “And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us.”’ God in Jesus 
Christ has become one of us. Immanuel,—God 
near to us.—God with us! 


We Americans need today that reliance on 
God, that faith in His redeeming grace, that 
obedience to His revealed will that will enable 
us to spiritually discern and appropriate the 
invisible resources. There is such a thing as 
sight and there is such a thing as insight. I 
may look at a window or I may look through 
a window. If I look at_a-window, I may see 
dust. If I look through a window, I may see a 
beautiful landscape. I may look through a tele- 
scope. If I look at a telescope I will see only a 
great mechanism. Our modern world has been 
creating and studying mechanisms to the ex- 
clusion of the spiritual. But if I look through 
a telescope I will see the stars;—the resources 
of heaven, the wisdom and power of God. 


Just so by sight we see the armies of the 
enemy and the opposing hosts encompassing us. 
By insight, spiritual faith in the living God we 
behold all about us the ‘horses and chariots of 
fire! | . 
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God’s word is full of this truth -and the 
testimony in human history that it works 
When Sennacherib, King of Assyria came uf 
against Judah, Hezekiah addressed the prince. 
and people in the language of conquering 
faith. ‘‘Be strong and courageous, be not afraic 
nor dismayed for the King of Assyria, nor fo: 
all the multitude that was with him; for there 
be more with us than with him. With him i: 
an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord out 
God to help us and to fight our battles.” 


Remember the great word of the Lord te 
Jehoshaphat: “The battle is not your bu 
God’s.’’ He was in a war forced upon him. He 
was unprepared. He was sorely beset but he 
did the wise and important thing. He lookec 
unto the Lord. He had been asking God to helf 
him. God spoke thus to him: “I want you tc 
cooperate with me. The battle is mine and the 
victory is mine. I will uphold you with the 
right hand of my righteousness.” And in ou 
modern world, it is as true as it was then, thai 
“the angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear (reverently trust) Him and de. 
livereth them.’ God speaks to us from Hi: 
Word in this hour:—“Fret not thyself because 
of evildoers . . . for they shall soon be cut 
down like the grass and wither as the greer 
herb. Trust in the Lord and do good; so shalt 
thou dwell in the land . . . Delight thyself 
also in the Lord; and He shall give Thee the 
desires of thine heart. Commit thy way untc 
the Lord; trust also in Him, and He shall 
bring it to pass.” 

The nation’s invisible resources! Our spirit. 
ual resources! 

God’s infinite and available resources !—tc 
all who put their trust in Him. And behold. 
round about us, horses and chariots of fire! 


THE HOUR 
OF DECISION 


S. EDWARD YOUNG 
Phil, 3:1-14. 


N A WORLD of conflict, on many fa 
| flung fronts, let us think about the fun 
damental and decisive battle of our age 
That battle is less obvious than we may think 
it to be. 

We understand the nature of that battl 
when we remind ourselves that a symbol of ; 
thing is not the thing itself. The flag stand 
for the country but it is not actually th 
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country. The cross in our chancel stands for 
the Christian faith, but the Christian faith 
itself is not a thing of wood but of interior 
attitudes in human hearts, beliefs, loyalties. 


So, too, while sometimes men come to 
symbolize for us an ideal, a philosophy of 
life, a cause, they are not these things them- 
selves. St. Francis is forever symbol of bound- 
less love, but that kind of love was here in 
the world long before St. Francis and it 
lives on in the world long after him. Jeffer- 
son symbolizes democracy, but the actuality 
of democracy is far broader and deeper than 
the man. 


We speak about the symbols of the good 
things in this world. But the same holds true 
of the evil in it .Machiavelli stands forever 
symbolic of ruthless power politics, but the 
actuality of such power politics is wider in 
its scope, more menacing and dangerous than 
the human symbol of it. While Hitler sym- 
bolized the evil, the destructive forces, the 
materialism and godlessness of his age, the 
actuality of these things is a far larger mat- 
ter and a far more desperate problem than 
the human being that symbolizes them. 


One thing becomes evident. By coming to 
grips with symbols we do not necessarily 
come to grips wtih the things for which they 
stand. Build a taller flag pole, run Old Glory 
higher, let it wave more majestically than 
ever in the breeze, but that act in itself does 
not make America a greater America, a nob- 
ler more majestic America. It takes some- 
thing more fundamental than building a 
taller flag pole to make a spiritually taller 
America. 


Conversely—destroying a symbol does not 
destroy the thing for which it stands. De- 
stroying Hitler and all his cohorts did not 
come to grips with the real problem of our 
age. It did destroy the symbol, but it barely 
touched the actuality for which that symbol 
stood. 

In the second place, we get deeper into the 
understanding of the nature of the decisive 
battle of our generation when we remind 
ourselves that no age, no culture, is eternal. 
A. J. Toynbee, the historian, has said that 
there have been twenty-one civilizations in 
all, so far, of which fourteen are now wholly 
extinct. So the testimony of history is that a 
new age breaks upon the world. It comes 
with fresh creative power. It builds, it beau- 
tifies, it enriches and then its creative power 
begins to wane, degeneration sets in and the 
day comes when that civilization must give 
way to another. So flourished and then de- 
cayed Egypt, Greece, Persia and Rome. 


November, 1952 


Now it is easy to identify this age in which 
the world has been living for at least two 
centuries. It will be known as the material- 
istic age. An age when the best brains and 
the greatest efforts went into the discovery 
and application of the world of things. It 
was the age of test tubes, telescopes, micro- 
scopes, factories, ships sailing the seven seas 
in commerce and gigantic financial structures 
whose octopus-like tentacles stretched out to 
the four corners of the earth. As one has put 
it, “The ancient Greeks began with a world 
of things and rose to the mind (and soul) of 
man.’ Our age has reversed the process. It 
began with the mind (and soul of man — a 
culture inherited from the middle ages) and 
went back to a world of things. 


Let us give this our age its due. It has 
opened up a new understanding of the mate- 
rial universe and its laws. It has built us 
comfortable homes and raised our standard 
of living. It has made of a far flung world 
one neighborhood with all the possibilities 
of that fact. We cannot live in a world of 
things and ignore the challenge and problem 
of things. The Middle Ages tried to do that. 
They studied man, his mind, his soul and 
his Creator—God and little else. They pro- 
duced much that was fine in art, in philoso- 
phy and theology. But partly because they 
ignored the world of things, their creative 
spirit waned and the age itself had to give 
way to another. 


But an age can become so preoccupied 
with material things, that eventually its cre- 
ative spirit also dies. For reality is many 
sided. Things are a part of it — so are ideals, 
faith, and moral standards. Let any age give 
itself to but one side of reality and for 
awhile it produces much but eventually decay 
sets in. 

So far we have been stating undebatable 
facts. I think, however, that we can take 
another step and say the stage of the mate- 
rialistic age in which we are living now is 
not its creative productive stage, but its de- 
caying and dying stage. The materialistic age 
is fast drawing to its close. 

Consider that fact in the world of art 
which is often a kind of measuring rod of 
the vitality of an age. Art once meant the 
paint brush, uplifting and ennobling the 
hearts and minds of men. It meant Raphael’s 
Madonna, Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel, 
Leonardo di Vinci’s Last Supper, Rem- 
brandt’s Repose of the Holy Family. Aye, art 


dealt with themes of upliting power, majesty, 


and beauty. Art today may possess greater 
technical perfection, may seem more life- 
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like, real, but for majestic soul-inspiring 
themes, it has substituted the sordid, the 
sensual, the cheap and mean. For Raphael, 
behold how we have substituted Dali. Have 
we not here a sign of an age whose creative 
spirit is running low? 

Or consider literature. Writes Lynn Har- 
old Hough of modern . poetry. “The new 
poetry is a poetry of disillusionment, futility 
and despair. It knows that it hates. It has 
discovered nothing to love. It makes an 
angry gesture as it goes shrieking away in the 
night and calls this gesture art.’ Just so—no 
Browning flashes across the modern scene. 


Again, one critic writes in praise of a cer- 
tain modern author. “If there is any writer 
in America today who can lay hold of mean 
people and mean lives and tear their mean 
hearts out with such appalling realism, his 
work is unknown to me.” So the critic speaks 
in praise. My soul, to lay hold on mean 
people and mean lives as a subject for litera- 
ture and to tear their mean hearts out with 
appalling realism as proof of one’s literary 
ability, is not a cause for praise, but a terrible 
sign of the decline of literature. What kind 
of an age is it that substitutes for Dante and 
Milton, H. L. Mencken and Gertrude Stein, 
for David Copperfield and Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress, The Plastic Age, Flaming Youth, Native 
Son, and For Whom the Bell Tolls. When 
literature turns from the beautiful to the 
sordid, from love to hate, from the divine 
in man to the mean and dirty in him, we 
sometimes call it realism. A truer fact is, that 
it is a sign of decay in the creative spirit of 
literature. 


Or consider religion. Our generation has 
produced some excellent religions. It may 
forever be remembered as the generation that 
introduced the challenge of the social gospel 
into an individualistic, pietistic faith. Our 
generation has built magnificent churches, 
and millions of normal men and women 
have lead Christian lives to the best of their 
ability. i: 

But one would hardly call the last two 
decades a spiritual era. Rather it has wit- 
nessed the defiance of morals and moral 
foundations. One recalls two lines from Edna 
St. Vincent Millay: “Safe upon the solid 
rock, the ugly houses stand. Come and see 
my shining palace built upon the sand.” Even 
so such flippance concerning the solid foun- 
dations of life has characterized our genera- 
tion. In rebelling against the sterner moral 
disciplining, enamoured of the gospel of 
don’t repress yourself, the gospel of self ex- 
pression no matter what the wreckage such 
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self expression makes, there has taken place 
a general deterioration of private and public 
morals. 

Again we have allowed ourselves to be: 
come spiritually weak and flabby. We are 
told that the mother of Josiah Quincy, when 
he was three years old, used to take him 
from his warm bed to a cellar kitchen, where 
she immersed him three times in a tub of 
fresh cold water from the pump. It was a 
vigorous and not entirely commendable prac- 
tice to be be sure, but it seemed to have ac- 
complished the purpose, for Josiah Quincy 
grew up to be a man of great fortitude. 

Compare this story: An educator said tre- 
cently to a mother, “Why don’t you make 
Bill work next summer?” To which she re- 
plied, “He doesn’t want to and if I insist Tl 
lose his love.” 

We can rejoice that the pampering atti- 
tude of that mother is becoming less typical 
now, than it was a few years ago. For what 
vigorous creative inner resources can a boy 
have who has been brought up that way? 


That is the trouble with some of us. We 
were brought up that way. The slogan of our 
ancestors was ‘“Pike’s Peak or Bust,’ and out 
of the courage and fortitude of the spirit of 
that slogan they built a new nation. Too 
often that spirit has died in us and we have 
substituted for it “Safety first, comfort first, 
the line of least resistance first.”’ 

Put the matter in a nutshell. The most 
obvious fact about our materialistic age is 
that caught now in one of the greatest crises 
of history, its traditional resources of 
strength, science and industry, and easy 
morals that we mis-labelled liberal morals, 
these traditional resources of our strength 
are without an answer or a solution to our 
crises. Science is furnishing the weapons to 
prosecute war, but in itself it contains no 
solution for building a better world. Our in- 
dustrial system is helping, but has in itself 
no foundation for peace. And easy moral 
standards give an inadequate basis indeed for 
an hour that calls for unselfishness, hardship, 
sacrifice. How deeply we are already feeling 
that we must go outside the world in which 
we have been living to build the foundations 
of the world of tomorrow. é 

See now we have not been discussing what 


is wrong with our generation merely for the 


sake of indulging in carping criticism and re- 
crimination. We have discussed it so that we 
may clearly understand that we live at the end 
of an age whose creative spirit has run out. 
Every time an age draws to its close, all the 

(See page 392) 
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PEACE 


JOHN R. GRAY 


Text: Luke 2:14 — “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will to 
ward men.” 


HAT are we to make of Christmas this 
\\) year? How can we sing “On earth 

good will and peace’’ in such a world 
as ours? It is easy, of course, if we just ignore 
the world and treat the Christmas story as a 
kind of pleasant myth. It will enable us to 
escape for a little from the harsh realities of 
life. There are those who “enjoy” a Christ- 
mas service much in the same way as they 
enjoy a pantomime. It represents for them an 
escape into a world of agreeable phantasy. It 
gives them a refreshing—even if very tempor- 
ary—change. 

But that doesn’t help much, does it? Be- 
sides, if there is any point in the Christmas 
story, it lies just in this, that it tells of God 
facing the hard, stark brutalities of the world. 
It was not a particularly nice stable in which 
Jesus chose to be born or a very peaceful age 
or a-happy country. Yet He did choose there 
and then to be born—not once upon a time in 
a Never-never land, but in Bethlehem of Ju- 
dea, in the days of Herod the King. This has 
every appearance not of phantasy but of down 
to the earth—literally down to the earth— 
realism. If God thought that the angel song 
was relevant at such a time and in such a place 
we are hardly jusified in assuming its irrele- 
vance for us. Let us not then run away from 
reality to the Christmas story. Let us rather 
run towards reality—in all its stark, harsh 
desperation—with the Christmas story in our 
hearts and on our lips. Let us take the evening 
paper with its headlines of war and war prep- 
arations, with its screaming news of hate and 


fear and murder and cruelty and wrong and 


ask if the Christmas gospel has anything to 
say about it all. Let us confront the headlines 
of the news with the headlines of the gospel. 

The first conclusion to which we shall be 
apt to come is that the Christmas message of 
peace and good will has no real relevance in 
such a time as ours, except perhaps as a might- 
have-been. There is no sign of peace and little 
evidence of good will. The angels were wrong, 
it would seem. If Christ meant to inaugurate 
a period of perpetual peace on earth, then He 
has had no sort of success. Christianity has 


failed. Nor does it help to plead that it has 


never been tried. Part of any good doctor’s 
duty is to induce the patient to follow the 
course of treatment he prescribes. It is non- 
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€nse at any rate, to speak of the gospel as a 
ind of patent medicine. It is not a prescrip- 
10n Or an experiment. If it is anything, it is a 
act. Has this fact had any effect on the real 
vorld? Has the coming of Christ brought 
eace On earth and good will? : 


Even if at first glance the answer might 
eem to be “No” that it has had some effect 
ew will deny. In the sphere of personal rela- 
ionships, for example, the number of es- 
ranged friends and relations who have been 
econciled at Christmas is legion. Moreover, 
early every good cause in the world looks 
or its support to Christian people moved by 
he Christmas spirit. Almost every movement 
or the alleviation of human misery—the aboli- 
ion of slavery, the relief of the sick and the 
rotection of women—owe their origin to the 
eaven of the gospel. In the sphere of child- 
ife especially, the fact of the coming of Christ 
s a child has had a powerful influence. Albert 
chweitzer in Africa had to fight to prevent 
wins from being destroyed at birth, and John 
‘oster tells that in parts of China a baby girl 
orn to a poor family is simply “put out.” 
uch things once taken for granted are un- 
hinkable for those who have ever heard of 
shristianity. 

There has even been some modification of 
he worst features of war itself. In the last 
ew Wars every nation agreed—in principle 
t any rate—about the humane treatment of 
risoners--of-war—a great advance even on Old 
‘estament times. Poison gas was not used in 
he Hitler War although every belligerent 
ountry had stocks of it. Some respect is shown 
> the Red Cross—a significant symbol. 


Moreover, there has been created a bad con- 
cience about war in general. No nation now 
latantly advocates it as an instrument of 
olicy. It is realized that peace is right and 
ye all feel uneasy about even the most “‘just’’ 
rar, If all that, and much more, has been ac- 
omplished by the impact of Christ on the con- 
iences of men, it is fair to hope that the day 
ay dawn when war itself will be only a 
10cking memory. 

Ah! but when? What of us and of our chil- 
ren in this atomic age when our homes and 
omen-folk are as likely to be victims as fight- 
1g men? If peace on earth be present only as 
faint hint, if it is to come only in a thousand 
ears, what use is it to us as our hearts con- 
act in fear and pity? Besides, is there time? 
an the world, as we know it, last that long? 
jespite the amelioration of the behaviour of 
1e nations at war in some directions, war has 
scome a global thing, of terrifying frequency. 
he race with disaster is on and we want to 
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Now—with the New 
Schulmerich ‘‘ChimeAtron,”’ 
dreams of wonderful chime 
effects with your church’s 
musical offerings can come true. 

Large or small, rich or poor, . 
every church—your church— 
can afford appealing chimes. 


Schulmerich’s “ChimeAtron” 

© Has a 25-note scale, G to G, suitable for 
melody and harmony. 

@ Plays from organ keyboard or its own. 

© Serves as tower chimes. 

@ Combines with Schulmerich’s 
devices. 

© Has remote control, button operation. 

@ Is the lowest-priced instrument of its type. 


automatic 


—{e x 
ChimeAbion 


For complete information, write.to: 
SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
19131-A Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 


**Carillonic Bells” is a 
trademark for products of 


Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
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On Christ’s Birthday this year, include 
Christian gifts for all ages. Here’s one 
interesting group; see others at your 
book store. Last time at these prices. 


BABY JESUS ABC 
STORYBOOK — Grand 
new book to teach 
ABC’s by associating 
letters with first story 
children hear, the 
birth of Jesus. Large, 
beautiful pictures, 32 
pages, 914x714, 4-col- 
or glossy Kromekote 
cover. No.2720,50c 


BIBLE STORY READERS— 
De luxe books for every 
child’s library; best Bib- 
lical art and modern full- 
color drawings; best- 
loved Bible stories, also 
poe and poems. Five 

ooks, 144 pages each. 
Nos. 2171 (under 6 yrs.), 
2172 © yrs.), 2173 G 
yrs.), 2174 (8 yrs..), 2175 
(9 yrs.). Each, $1.25 


BIBLE STORIES FOR LITTLE 
FOLK—Book of 44 Old 
and New Testament 
stories from Genesis to 
Revelation for children 
4-8. Each story illus- 
trated with beautifully 
colored page-size picture. 
160 pages. 

0. 2736, $1 


ee 50 
LIFE OF CHRIST VISUAL- 
IZED—Gift set with. 3 
full-color books on the 
life of Christ in picture- 
strip form. 48 pages each. 
675 full-color pictures. 
True to the Scriptures. 
No. 2071, Set, $1.00 


AT YOUR BOOK STORE OR.. 


The Standard Publishing 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
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win it now. Yes! but do we want to win 1 
enough? 

Think of it in this way. There is peace if 
heaven. There is war on earth. Why? Is no 
this the reason? In heaven all worship anc 
adore the Eternal God. He is the center 0! 
every heart and life. They agree because they 
agree in giving God the first place which 1 
His right. On earth there is war because mer 
worship themselves. So long as you are you! 
god and I am mine, there can be nothing bu 
dispeace, war to the death between us. God: 
never could agree. 


So long as my class and its interests come 
first with me, the class war will not end. Sc 
long as it is my country, right or wrong, strife 
and bloodshed shall not cease from the earth 
When in olden times the rightful king wa: 
banished, it was not long before civil war broke 
out between the competing usurpers to the 
throne. The world is in a state of perpetual 
civil war because we have banished the King 
of all the earth and each of us seeks to reign 
in His stead. 


So it was. So it must ever be had not One 
come from heaven whose joy it was to do the 
Father's will; who did not waver in His al. 
legiance or falter in His obedience even when 
the shadow of a Cross loomed near. “Never. 
theless not as I will but as thou wilt.’ So the 
peace of heaven came to earth in a single 
human life and the tragic tradition of man’s 
self-centredness was broken. One life was lived 
and one death died to the glory of God in the 
highest and in one human heart was a peace 
that could not be taken away. 


So was planted on earth the mustard seed 
which shall grow till its blessed shade covers 
all mankind. So was pioneered the way whick 
you and I may find through Christ, the way 
to peace of heart in submission to the will and 
purpose of God in a life lived to His glory. 
As that peace comes into our hearts this Christ. 
mas it will spill over into our homes, and 
amongst all about us in our distressed world. 
As Christ, born anew in our hearts, drives oui 
self, we shall have—amidst all outward dis. 
tresses—the peace that passeth all understand. 
ing. So we shall be enabled to do as much a 
in us lies to bring to full fruition even here 
on earth, in this our day, the peace which the 
angels promised so long ago. . 


The second part of our text is dependent or 
the first part, for it is only as we give glory te 
God in the highest that we can look for o1 
expect on earth peace, good will toward men 


—Expository Times 
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fhe Length of the Hour 

Pext: Isaiah 26: 3—‘Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is 
thee.” 

Time is not ticks on a metronome. It is brief 
ours, dragging minutes and long, long sec- 
nds. There is the waiting in a hospital corri- 
lor, or at the back of a church, or on the 
idelines of a football field, or—in the boss’ 
yuter office, a foxhole in Korea just before 
Jawn, the foot fall of the postman after a son 
1as been reported “‘missing’”’ in action. There 
s the waiting for daybreak on Christmas morn- 
ng! 

Those are all periods when time stretches 
jut and seems never to end, because we who 
wait are uncertain of the verdict at the end of 
he hour. 

THEN there is the first dinner after you 
came home from war, or you sit in the audi- 
ence while a son is awarded a diploma, or you 
ut the finishing touches on a sailboat you 
guilt, or you hang the final ornament on the 
christmas tree for your five-year-old, and test 
he string of lights which you know will bring 
he glow of heaven into small child’s eyes, or 
rou glide down in the street in an hour-old 
1ew car—these are the things that make time 
ump into history, like telephone poles seen 
yut of the window of a speeding pullman. 

Time is not a mathematical affair that clicks 
ff the minutes, the hours, the days, weeks, 
nonths and years you have left or those you 
iave already known. Time is something quite 
lifferent; it is a rhythm which is always too 
‘ast when you look back, and forever tao slow 
when you look ahead. How can we temper 
he rushing or hesitation of the hour in which 
ve live? By trusting in God’s love and guid- 
ince, keeping in mind that “all things work 
ogether for good to those who trust in the 
cord.” 


sta) ed on 


[The Game of Living 

"ext: Luke 18:9-25—“‘Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
shall in no wise enter therein.” 

Many things in life do not give us any 
hoice, we have to do them, whether we wish 
o or not; they are shoved right at us, and we 
an’t skip them. But there are more hours in 
he 24-hours of each day when we have a 
hoice of doing, or not doing—that is, we have 
free choice, about our work, our studies, our 
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Haye you ever thought of the strange and 
checkered history of words? Once highly re- 
garded and associated with the best people, 
a term can fall into bad company and never 
regain its reputation. 


“Distinction’’ once carried a high bred air 
but now it has fallen into disrepute. 


“Discrimination’’ could assume the place 
made vacant by ‘‘distinction’’. To be called 
‘discriminating’ is to be numbered among the 
elect. Every heart beats to that phrase and 
there are good reasons for the satisfaction 
enjoyed by this tribute. 


But when it comes to a certain kind of high- 
pressure ballyhoo, the discriminating prospect 
is forgotten or ignored. Advertising involves 
the gentle art of persuasion. The good propa- 
gandist avoids violence and noise as—if it 
were a fatal disease. Yet the shouting and 
din employed to force embryo buyers to lose 
their heads enjoys a disturbing popularity. 


The Fund enjoys its work simply because it 
speaks in plain English to reasonable people 
whose judgment commands respect. Some of 
the clergy fail to appreciate the lack of 
pressure, but the overwhelming majority of 
students for the ministry and most ministers 
like the way of reasonable persuasion and the 
appeal to plain facts. 


Ask the man who has owned a policy with 
the Fund for a long time. 


Then write to: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUN 


Main Office, Alison Bldg., Rittenhouse Sq. 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
(7 branch offices from coast to coast) 

An Interdenominational Life Insurance Company 
for all Protestant Ministers 
ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 

Please send me information about: 
(1) Protection [] Juvenile Insurance 
L] Retirement Income ([_] Family Income 


"More than a Business — 
an Institution” 
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Through the Bible 
Book by Book 


By DR. W. S. HOTTEL 


(Chief expositor of the “Christian Life”’ 
Series Sunday School literature. Sample 
copies are available.) 


These studies comprise a course on 
Bible synthesis and are designed to 
make the student thoroughly familiar 
with the content of Scripture. Shows 
the inter-relation between the Books of 
the Bible. An inexhaustible source of 
suggestive material for teaching and 
sermonizing. 

Approximately 100 pages to each volume 
Size 534 x 838 inches 

Uniformly bound in durable red cloth 
23-B-05154— Vol. 1—Genesis, Exodus 
23-B-05154A— Vol. 2—Leviticus 
23-B-05154B— Vol. 3—Numbers - Ruth 
23-B-05154C— 

Vol. 4—I Samuel - Song of Solomon 
23-B-05154D— Vol. 5—Isaiah - Daniel 
23-B-05154E— Vol. 6—Hosea - Malachi 

Price, each volume, $1.25, postpaid 

Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 
CLEVELAND 1, OHIO 


VM CE@T@Jelllea 


Communton Services 


In Lovely Chrome and Aluminum 


Pleasing in Design 


Please drop us a line if interested. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


19-21 Beekman Street—New York 38 
(near the City Hall) 


Church and Sunday School Helps since 1848 
(our General Catalog will help you) 


FOR SALE 
HAMMOND ORGAN, Model B 


and tone cabinet with 2 Jansen speakers, Suitable 
for church or home use. Practically new. 


JOHN WALTERS, Ridgefield, Conn. Tel 6-6759. 
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play, and most important our association witk 
others. We can do the kind thing, the extré 
courtesy, the thoughtful thing, or we can de 
just what is required of us. 

Some years ago, a boy came to this country 
from Denmark, who had a very hard time the 
first few years he was here. He finally got < 
good job; he became police reporter on the 
New York Tribune. Here he learned that < 
great deal of the trouble the pee were hav 
ing with young people, was because childrer 
had no place to play, except in the streets. I 
wasn’t his business to be concerned about the 
children, nor the trouble the police were hav 
ing; his business was to report the news tc 
the paper. He could have said, “This is none 
of my business,” and it really wasn’t his bust 
ness to add many hours of extra work to his 
job, by starting a system of playground: 
throughout the city, so the children could grow 
up safe, healthy and free. Who was this Dan 
ish boy? Jacob A. Riis. Later in life, Jacob A 
Riis said-he got more pleasure out of that extré 
job he did for other people’s children, thar 
out of all the money he ever made.—Luccock 


Medals or Man? 
Text: Prov. 9:16-18 — “Stolen waters are 
tre Cee tee 

There is a story of a Dutch army office: 
who appeared in public with his breast cov. 
ered with medals. oS 

“Where did you get all those medals, Col 
onel?” asked a friend. “Did YOU win some 
big battle?” 

The officer pointed to the biggest, brightest 
medal of all, saying, “Dot’s de first one, I go 
dot by mistake. Un I got all-de oders because 
I had dot one.” 


Witnessing 
Text: Acts 1:8—"But ye shall receive power 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me... unte 
the uttermost part of the earth.” . 
“During my early years in India, I spen 
several months in a village and gained onl} 
thirteen converts. I returned there two year: 
later and found eight hundred converts. N¢ 
missionary had been there since I left. Eve 
Christian had been a witness for Christ.”— 
Bishop Thoburn. 
That is the way souls were won during the 
first century; that is the way they are wor 
today. 


Is Your God Big Enough? 


Text: Daniel 6:20—'Servant of the livin 
God, is thy God, whom thou servest con 


The Ex posito 


Ss 


tinually, able to deliver thee . . .2” 


Dr. J. B. Phillips has hurled an ‘‘atomic’’ 
00k into the world—‘‘Your God Is Too 
mall” (Epworth Press.) A Sunday School 
lass asked to write out their ideas of what 
30d was like wrote in effect that “‘God is a very 
wd gentleman living in Heaven.” “Your God is 
[oo Small!’’ may be branded as shocking, dis- 
urbing, dynamic and startling, but it cannot 
xe dismissed. Its declared purpose is to expose 
he inadequate conceptions of God which 
inger in the minds and hearts of professed 
yelievers. 

If God is God, He's big and generous, magnif- 
ent, not shut up in any branch of society, any 
dation, nor in any church. No denomination nor 
ndividual church has a monopoly on God's grace, 
or recipe for producing Christian character. God 
S not a managing director. To say that we cannot 
magine a God of bewildering vastness giving atten- 
10n to minute or miscroscopic detail in no way 
roves that God is incapable of fulfilling both 
unctions. Neither is a second hand God adequate, 
vor the God of social leaders, or politically in- 
renched. 


God must not be limited to any one phase of 
ife, no section of time or locality. It is not physical 
ize that matters; it is rather the immensity and 
yroad sweep of the Creator’s activity, love and 
ower that we must try to comprehend. 

Beauty, goodness and truth are clues to the 
1ature of God; to worship, to love and serve 
mplies a being with whom we can establish 
ome personal relationship. Jesus calls him 
‘Father!’ If we can accept it as true that the 
whole power behind this astonishing universe 
s of the character that Jesus Christ could de- 
ccribe as “Father,” the whole of life is trans- 
igured. 

Dr. Phillips reminds us, however, that God 
s not Father Christmas. We can never have 
oo big a conception of God, and the more sci- 
ntific knowledge-advances, the greater becomes 
yur idea of His vast and complicated wisdom. 
Yet, unless we are to remain bewildered, and 
sive up all hope of ever knowing God as a 
yerson, we have to accept His own planned 
‘ocussing of Himself in a human being Jesus 
Christ, who tells us, “He that hath seen me 
yath seen the Father.”—C. Irving Benson. 


x00d Tidings of Great Joy 

Text: Matt. 1:21—Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from 
their sins.” 

During the years of the second world war, 
| message was sent to the home of a family 
n Michigan announcing the death of a young 
oldier in action, overwhelming his young wife 
nd parents in grief. Some hours Jater, a mes- 
age was received from the young soldier, bear- 
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510 Musical § 
Numbers \ 
480 pages 


When YOU buy 


The SERVICE 
HYMNAL 


Beautiful to behold, to handle, to sing 
from. Here’s a complete Service book of 
spiritual resources, musical completeness 
and liturgical material difficult to excel or 
even rival. Maroon or brown waterproof 
cloth binding. Only classified hymnal 
that is completely orchestrated. 


Yes! We want the BEST! Please send 
me FREE sample of The Service Hymnal 


Name 
Address. 
City. 
Iam 0 Pastor, 0 Supt., or. : 


State 


Church & Denomination ——____ 


Pastor. 2 


HOPE Publishing Co. 


5701-T2 West Lake St., Chicago 44, Illinois 
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MIRACLE 


SPEAKING AND 
READING DESK 


New Ease While Speaking, 
Reading, Writing! 


IDEAL 


XMAS 
GIFT! 


Portable! Lightweight! 


Shipment 
Immediate 


BEAUTIFUL SATIN SMOOTH WALNUT 
Eliminates holding heavy volumes, bulky magazines. 
Perfect lectern for church and church school meetings, 
classes and dinners. Saves time and effort as a port- 
able desk for writing, note taking — at home, on 
train, plane, ship or car. Perfect as a podium for 
meetings, classes. Indispensable in the sick room for 
eating, reading. Sturdily built by master craftsmen. 
Ingenious torsional bar support. Works on finger tip - 
Nothing to adjust. Push Desk to desired 
height — it stays there. Non-skid lap mat prevents 
slipping. Weighs less than 36 ozs. Folds to compact 
13” x 18” x 11%4”. Only $14.95 Walnut Veneer, or 
$11.95 in Natural Finish. Clip this ad and send with 
check or money order. Specify finish desired. Shippe 
postpaid. Money back if dissatisfied. ' 


At Your Church Supply House or Write Dept. 1M 
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PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
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(our General Catalog will help you) 
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ing his own familiar salutation to his lovec 
ones, and the simple word “Safe.” 

So great was the joy of the loved one: 
that they concluded to frame the soldier’s mes 
sage, and hang it where it would serve as < 
constant reminder of their joy in God’s pro: 
tection of their loved one, in the face of 
constant danger at the front. 

Our Christian Churches throughout this lane 
and over all the world are the symbol of faith 
and joy known by people throughout the 
length and breadth of the world, when true un. 
derstanding came of the meaning of the com. 
ing of Jesus on that first Christmas night ir 
the stable in Bethlehem. Those who understand 
and accept the coming of Jesus as the fulfiull- 
ment of a promise want to be reminded of 
God’s love continually, but they want everyone 
who will hear and see to be made aware of 
God’s everpresent invitation to open their 
hearts to Him. 


The Soul’s Teething Period 
Text: Mark 4:30-32—‘Whereunto shall we 
liken the kingdom of God? or with what 

.. + Shall we compare it?” 

Souls Go Through a Teething Period! That 
statement startles you, doesn’t it? You are 
accustomed to thinking of your body as being 
born incomplete. You accept, without ques- 
tion, the fact that a baby must grow teeth, 
hair, develop nerves, muscles, memory, cau- 
tion, reflection and choice. But you never 
thought of your spirit in just that way—that 
souls as well as jaws must go through a 
teething period! 

Yet how much easier it is to understand life— 
Your own and everyone’s else—when you think of 
it in that way. What a different-understanding you 
have of your own restlessness and the other fellow’s 
revolts! Hitherto you've thought that rebellious 
people should be punished as you, yourself, have 
been punished. 

But should growth be ‘punished? Is growth a 
crime ? 

All these struggles and protests—these experi- 
ments—these mystifying uprisings and even stranger 
surrenders—it’s all a part of the process of growth. 
But society—still savagely ignorant and stupid—sees 
in it only mischief and menace. Instead of praising 
and encouraging the questioning child, the experi- 
menting man, the rebellious woman, we view them 
with suspicion, anger or downright fear. Instead 
of saying—"Go on asking! Go on reaching!” we 
thunder warnings or call for cops. 

So the struggle for completion turns in instead 
of out . . . is repressed instead of expressed . . 
becomes a source of infection instead of inspiration. 
Why is a neurotic? That’s why. 

Study the floor plan of your life. Trace out the 
dark, unaired rooms where desire lies rottmg .. . 
the sealed runways which have become cul de sacs 
because society did not understand that the soul 
must complete itself as well as the body. 

—Elsie Robinson 
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A COMMENTARY 


On the International Bible Lessons 
WITH VISUAL AID MATERIAL 


WA.WILDE COMPANY 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


pen Your Hearts 
ext: Luke 2:7—There was no room for 

eDbem, 6.2? 

A young German soldier posted at a sentry- 
ox before the barracks, heard the hoof-beats 
f his captain’s horse on a dark and dreary 
ight. The soldier rushed forward, offered 
is salute, and waited for the command of his 
aptain, who called out: ‘““Of what use to me 
re your tokens of respect this dark night? 
Jpen the gate, so that I can ride in.” 

Here is a lesson for modern Christians. Of 
yhat use is all the preparation, gift buying, 
ree trimming, if we fail to open the door of 
ur hearts to let HIM in? 


STABLISHING THE CONVERTS, by Arthur C. 
rchibald. Judson Press. 708 pp. $2.00. 

Dr. Archibald has given us a very worthwhile book 
n practical pastoral problems and procedures. Its 
leven chapters deal with basic aspects of church life 
s experienced today in any congregation. The author 
rings into play a fine background of firsthand knowl- 
Ilge of what works and what needs to be done. His 
pproach is suggestive and experimental and any pas- 
ry will be greatly benefited by reading what he has 
) say. 

When the author discusses the task of the church 
-om the standpoint of the convert and new member, 
e is full of many provocative ideas. ‘‘The convert 
ymes expecting,” ‘‘He worships and stands fast,” ‘He 
vares and is enriched,’ “He witnesses and is iden- 
fied,” and ‘‘He grows and is glorified’? are some of 
1e chapter titles indicating the areas he seeks to 
cplore. There are at least a half dozen tried and 
roven ideas for ministering more effectively to the 
‘owing church, and any pastor will be the better 
rded for his task by reading such proposals as ‘The 
eague .of Worshiping Youth,” for capturing young 
20ple to church attendance; ‘‘The School for Christian 
iving,” for stimulating fresh interest in present-day 
-oblems and trends im home, church, community, and 
orld; “The Group Plan for Maintaining Fellowship,” 
rr avoiding the drastic losses through inactive mem- 
srs. These and numerous other methods and plans 
-e brought forward, rich with promise for the pastor 
1d church courageous eneugh to fulfill its ministry. 
John W. McKelvey. 
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FOLDING CHAI 


BEST FOR EVERY FOLDING CHAIR PURPOSE! 


@ DURABLE—strong steel frame 

® SAFE—no tipping, pinching, snagging 

@ COMFORTABLE, wide, deep seats, backs 

® FOLD QUIETLY, quickly, snugly 

© LONG-LIFE replaceable rubber shoes 

© SEAT STYLES—formed plywood, du- 
tably lacquered; or vinyl-plastic uphol- 


stered 
. OVER 8 MILLION IN USE! 


ctmezcan Seating Company 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 


Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities 


: Write for FREE Choir Gown Style 
Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 
CP67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. 
Confirmation Gowns — rental or sale 


E*R* MOORE COMPANY 


932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. 
Chicago 13, lll. New York 18, N. Y. 
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Watching those fellows play reminds me that 
golf is a lot like taxes—you drive yourself 
hard to get to the green and then wind up in 
the hole. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 1 
W. L. CLARK CO.,INC” 


Manufacturers Since 1914 
52 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Printed in duplicate, 

this system provides both a 

permanent record for the church and a copy for 
each contributor . . . efficient and economical. 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES 
he HAUKE PRESS sivscocss 3. 
Study for the Degree 


of Doctor of Psychology (Ps.D.), Doctor of Metaphysics 
(Ms.D.), or Doctor of Divinity (D.D.) by correspond- 
ence in the quiet of your own home. Write for further 
information. 

THE COLLEGE OF DIVINE METAPHYSICS INC. 


Dept. E, 2811 N. Illinois St. 
Indianapolis 8, Indiana 


Don’t Play With Fire! 


At last a SAFETY CANDLE 


No flames; no drippings, Wedding Ceremony, 
Candle-Light and Easter Services, for Choirs, 


Processions, Glee Clubs, Plays, Pageants, etc., 
with batteries, pipe-lighted prism, cut plastic 
flame, $15.00 a dozen. Sample mailed $2.00. 


LOUIS J. LINDNER, 153-EX West 33rd St., 
New York 1, N. Y. 
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HERE IS MY METHOD. The Art of Sermon Constru 
tion, ‘edited by Donald MacLeod. Revell. 191 pp. $2.5 


Thirteen preachers here answer the question ¢ 
sermon construction, among them Henry Sloane Coffi 
Edward Macartney, Harold Cooke Phillip 
Ralph W. Sockman, Lyn 
throughout the Englis 
sermon-build 
to tI 


Clarence 
John A. Redhead, Jr., 
Harold Hough—all known 
speaking world. Even the experienced 
will find this book refreshing and helpful; 
beginner it should be a ‘‘must.” 


A LAMP UNTO MY FEET. Guidance for Every Da: 
by Wallace Fridy, Abingdon-Cokesbury, Pockette siz 
199 pp. $1.25. 

The author is pastor of Bethel Methodist Churel 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, and this volume of 4 
devotions is made up of selections of the best of h 


weekly columns in the Spartanburg Herald-Journa 
He calls these devotions “helpful suggestions fe 
everyday living’? and his practical view of life 

reflected in these quotations: “It is when we al 


broken in spirit and humble of heart that God ca 
come in and uphold us.’’ ‘‘What the world needs toda 
is not more ‘fault-finders’ but more ‘appreciators.’ 
Both the size and practical, every-day approach to life 
problems by the author will make this a good ‘‘con 
panion”? book for any young or adult reader, but | 
will be a priceless> gift to students, servicemen, sale 
men, teachers, group leaders. 


THIS IS THE LIFE, by H. W. Gockel. 
96 pp. $.75. 

Small, trim, pocket size, THIS IS THE LIFE, i 
as is said on its jacket, ‘‘something definitely diffe: 
ent.” “It is a new approach to the problems of pr 
senting the truths of the Christian faith in the idio. 
of the day.” 


Pastor Gockel had those outside of the church i 
mind as he wrote the, eight sprightly chapters whic 
make the book, but those of the church will den 
themselves much of high inspiration and_ strengtl 
who pass it by for that reason, for its pages a1 
replete with emphasis on the blessings of the life whic 
has found pardon, peace, purpose, and power, in th 
Gospel of Good News. “You Can Live Above Yor 
Circumstances,” ‘You Can Tap The Real Source ¢ 
Spiritual Power,” ‘You Don’t Have To Run Awa 
From Yourself,” ‘You Can Find Semething To Liy 
For,” “You Can Start Living On Your Surplus,” “Yo 
Can Get Rhyme and Reason Out Of Your Life,’’ “Yo 
Can Do All This—If,’ and “The Proof of the Pu 
ding,” are the chapter titles and they point up th 
high value it possesses for practically every type « 
pastoral visitations. You will delight in it. 


Concordii 


OUR CHRISTIAN DEAD THEY LIVE FOREVER, b 
Clarence W. Kerr, Cowman, 114 pp. $1.50. 


This volume of seven chapters, listed below, will I 
helpful and welcomed by pastors who are called upo 
to minister to the bereaved, and preach funeral se 
mons, as well as those who mourn the passing of 
loved one. ; . 

Chapters are— 

1. Why Did They Die? 

2. Why Do They Live? 

8. Where Are They? 

4. What Are They Doing? 

5. What About Their Fellowship? 

6. What Yet For Them? 

7. Shall We Join Them? 


Study of the chapters will bring assurance to an 
pastor that those who mourn the passing of the’ 
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»ved ones will find hope and consolation to replace 
heir sorrow. 


(IGH COUNTRY. By Alistair MacLean, Foreword by 
fenry Sloane Coffin, Scribners, 256 pp. $2.50. 


The statement on the jacket, “The secret of a happy 

ife revealed in the basic simplicities of the Christian 
‘aith,”’ prepares the reader for the devotional angle 
t its best, found in this excellent and appealing 
olume. 


When the author says, “. . . the heart and core of 
yhat is written here is this: that the business of liy- 
ng up to one’s aspirations is an intensely difficult 
ffair,, but achievable when we avail ourselves of 
livine resources,”” and quotes a woman of the Gaelic 
ace as saying, “I know the secret of happy living. 
Tis ever to sail the seas and ever to keep the heart 
a port,’ that you will find in this volume some gems 
>» calm troubled hearts. The individual titles of the 
orty-seven chapters will challenge and intrigue the 
eader. How could you put aside reading— 

“The Wisdom of Losing.” 

“The Future is Born Today.” 

“Discipline is Ultimate Love,” 

“Tragedy is Ever Swift of Foot.” 

“Everywhere is Here.” 

“We Walk in Happy Safety.” 

“The Defeat of Death.” 

“The House That Smiled At the Storm.” 

We venture to assure any reader fortunate enough 
» have access to ‘‘High Country”? that its message 
ill develop soul-armour and the ability to accept 
fe today, as it is, with serenity and calm. 


HE TITHE, THE MINIMUM STANDARD FOR 
HRISTIAN GIVING, by George A. E. Salstrand. 
aker. 56 pp. $.85. 

The author sets forth in this little book an argu- 
ent for the tithe, supporting its practice by the 
scord of ancient peoples and the instinct within the 
uman heart to acknowledge the sovereignity of God 
ver all of life. 

In nine chapters, he covers the whole subject in a 
orough, fact-finding style. His review of tithing in 
1e Bible produces the scriptural references, in both 
ww and example. After his summary of the rule and 
rocedure of tithing in the Old and New Testaments, 
2 goes forward into the record of the Church Fathers, 
om Clement of Alexandria to Chrysostom. Finally he 
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reasons for tithe-giving and asks 


presents practical 
“Ts the tithe the minimum 


and answers the question, 
standard?” 
read as a study-book on this 


discipleship. It is not 


The book is_ best 
important phase of Christian 
intended to be inspirational in character, otherwise 
it would have dealt at greater length with living 
examples of the blessings that accrue to those who 
diligently and religiously acknowledge that “The earth 
is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world 
and they that dwell therein.’—John W. McKelvey. 


THE CHRISTIAN DILEMMA. Catholic Church: Refor- 
mation by W. H. Van De Pol, D.D., Translated by 
G. Van Hall, Ph.D. Philosophical. 299 pp. $4.75. 


This volume of eight chapters aims at a determi- 
nation, in as exact and unprejudiced a manner as 
possible, of the facts of the present-day situation within 
the Christian churches. The author’s deep insight into 
the nature and source of the divisions in Christen- 
dom is as striking as his. calm and charitable atti- 
tude towards those who vary from him in their con- 
victions. Dr. Van de Pol is now professor at Nijmegen 
University in Holland, and says in his 7-page intro- 
duction: ‘In preparing this edition for publication in 
English, I have practically rewritten the last hundred 
pages of the Dutch version in order to bring them 
up-to-date. I have added also an Appendix on the 
cardinal difference between a word-revelation and a 
reality-revelation, and trust that I have thus been 
able to add much to the usefulness of the work for 
English readers. 


The chapters are: 1. Absolute Character of the 
Revelation of Christ. 2. Catholicism and Protestant- 
ism. 8. Content of the Faith. 4. Psychological Obstacles. 
5. The Church and the World. 6. Anglicanism. 7. Ecu- 
menical Question. 8. The Catholic Church and Ecu- 
menical Movement. Appendix, Faith and Reality in 
Reformed Protestantism. 


Hour of Decision 
(Continued from page 380) 


things that are now wrong with us, have been 
found wrong with the people of that time. 

All we are saying is that our fundamenal 
battle is to wrest from this hour of decay a 
new creative spirit. 

We are not about a defensive war at all, a war 
to preserve things as they are. We are engaged 
in a war far beyond any military conflict, a war 
not to gain back yesterday, but to win a differ- 
ent kind of world than we had yesterday. The 
first place to start winning this the decisive 
battle of our generation is within our own 
hearts. 

A man can be a citizen now of one or the 
other of two worlds. He can be a citizen of 
the world of yesterday, living the same way 
as he did yesterday, doing the same things, 
worshipping the same gods. He can do that 
and be a citizen of an era that is dying. He is 
not much help in an hour like this. For a 
world that is dying, whose creative spirit has 
run out, fighting merely the symbol of this 
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A man can begin today being a citizen of a 
different world from the world of yesterday, 
a world that recognizing now the failure of 
materialism turns to new spiritual foundations, 
from safety first to a courageous faith, from 
idols made of things, to the majesty of the 
living God. Horace Bushnell has said that 
human history must ultimately issue in a moral 
ige. Indeed it must. Only so can this genera- 
ion be saved from living its life, making its 
sacrifices, spending its power, in vain. 


vice. 


Only one course in this hour of decision 


atries any hope at all. The course that is the 
consequence of a man making this high prom- 


se. Forgetting those things 


ind reaching forth unto those things which are 


which are behind 


yefore, I press toward the mark. 


Graduation time will soon be here, and the 


ellows with the A.B. degrees will start learn- 


ng the rest of the alphabet. 
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